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Thtimas Jefferson wrote that the freedom of the press, once 
limited, is lost. It may seem pretentious to relate this to 
the workings of such an insignificant rag as a University paper. 
However, for many students Semper Floreat provides the only 
real voice of dissent about a Student Union that they finance 
with compulsory fees. This may give the erroneous impression 
that Semper is independent. This is far from the case. 
The Student Union is die publisher of Semper, and has the power to 
veto any article die editor may wish to print It also places more specific 
fetters on die paper. For example, during die just completed Union 
Elections, Semper was severly restricted in its coverage of candidates and 
issues. Only once voting is completed is any real freedom given for 
comment And by dien it's a bit late to ensure diat students' make an 
informed choice. 
Such powers ofthe Student Union are open to abuse. Worse, diey lead 
to self-censorship by editors and contributors. Coupled widi die Dra-
conian Queensland defamation laws, it is questionable whedier Semper 
is an effective voice for University of Queensland students. 
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f D A V I D L A N G E - trouble for the 
New Zealand P.M.? An interview from the 
(and of the Nuclear Free Drone. Jeff 
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what are the believers like? Maria Ann 
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Lang. 
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historical perspective 
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EDUCATION - WHO IS TO 
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collective. Ravi Sidhu 
W R I T E R S W E E K - The highlight of 
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Robyn Bornhorst. 
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Something new under the sun. Maria Ann 
Mulchy. 
R E V I E W S - records, cinema, books, 
theatre, dining out. 
P O E T R Y - be thankful for what thou is 
about to receive. 
Z7 D I R T - ' n u f said. 
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DAVID LANGE: 
Trouble In Paradise 
Paul Hogan and David Lange are 
currently tlie best known antipo-
deans In tlie world. However the 
latter Is not a s popular domesti-
cally. JEFF WATERS scored this 
Interview with the New Zealand 
Prime Minister ae Lange contem-
plates nuclear and political con-
sequences. 
The New Zealand Parliament House is a mu-
tant. 
After compledng one wing {and of course a grand 
entrance on which it could hang), the Kiwis decided 
to go to war with someone or other, and conse-
quendy forgot to complete the building. 
The result is a European inspired structure, if, 
when balanced on the lip of a glass of beer, would 
pathedcally tumble to the depths ofthe brew- and 
would ukimately render the contents flat. 
Later that century, some inventive bloke decided 
to erect an executive building in the space which was 
left vacant by diat missing wing. The result was the 
Beehive - obviously approved by someone whilst 
they were drunk in the transit lounge at Kingsford 
Smith Airport (with its glorious purple chairs and 
orange carpet) - a building reminicent of Skippy re-
runs. 
On the ninth floor of die Beehive is the Prime 
Ministers Ofiice. When the Prime Minister entered, 
he filled the room not onlywith his quite disdncuve 
curvature, but also with a presence which seemed to 
fulfil all expectations of what a Prime Minister 
should be. 
When David Russell Lange stormed the New Zea-
land Basdlle in July 1984, he became diat country's 
youngest Prime Minister this century at the age of 
forty-one. 
His rise from back-bench Labor M.P. took just 
seven years. 
Apart from being P.M., he also holds the Foreign 
Affairs pordblio, and is the Minister in Charge ofthe 
New Zealand Intelligence Service (perhaps the latter 
a meagre responsibility as Intelligence isn't gene-
rally attributed to that side of the Tasman). 
Although respected for his iniuativcs in the field 
of Foreign Aflairs, David Lange is at present finding 
it difiicult not to alienate the tradiuonal Labor Party 
support base in New Zealand. 
Unfortunately for Lange, movements in public 
concern have now generally shifted from the great 
wave of Foreign Affairs refomi, and arc currendy 
tending towards domesdc government policy, and. 
in parucular, the New Zealand economy. 
But nonetheless, die Kiwis have earned alot of 
respect from their stand against the United States, 
and with diis in mind. Semper Floreat decided to go 
straight to the heart of the matter, and ask David 
Lange what he really thinks. 
In an interview for this paper earlier diis year, the 
Australian Foreign Affairs Minister, Mr Bill Hay-
den, called the trans-Tasman difference in nuclear 
polic)' as being one only "perspective", but David 
I.ange attributes it to differing attitudes and back-
giounds. 
"We've had a different development of course 
since the war than die Australian experience", he 
.said. "We've got a populadon mix which is some-
what different and we are very emphatically a small 
country. 
"In contrast to Australia, which has this concept 
of a large and lucky country, we can't quite think in 
diose tenns," he said. 
"There's a diflerence in scale between the two 
countries which tends to condition die oudook, and 
certainly you can see in the Australian public arena 
the Govemment support, extraordinarily high for 
the Australian Government's policy, and in New 
Zealand, it is extraordinarily high for (our) policy, 
which is, of course, quite different. 
"New Zealand is quite detemiined, and right 
across part^'lines to have nothing to do with nuclear 
weapons. In fact when the recent defence poiic\' 
committee enquiry was conducted, where people 
were first polled, the answer which the public gave 
was two to one against. What is inescapable is that 
you would get in New Zealand preliminary result in 
the nuclear thing dian what you'd get in Australia. 
"I guess that's got something to do with the Aus-
tralian population because there would be many 
there who came through the ravages of war and 
would feel a strong need for security," he said. 
Mr Lange said he never thought Australia would 
follow his lead. 
"Ausiralia had anicidated its policy ver\' clearly... it 
was in fact the policy ofthe ALP before their elecuon 
- and also obviously the one ofthe electorate. There 
was no expectadon that Australia would change," he 
.said. 
"One of the easy things to do is to preach at 
people who have become . . . conditioned by a 
defence structure and expect them to go through the 
cnomious process of change. We have never em-
braced the nuclear military' scenario . . . it never 
became part of the security ethos of New Zealand, 
and therefore it's so much easier. 
"Britain for instance", Mr Lange said, "if they did 
change they would be doing something quite dif-
ferent to what New Zcidand did. New Zealand hasn't 
changed its policy, (we) have elected not to unila-
terally arm - which is vastly different from unila-
tendlv di.sann, and dial's die dillcma which of course 
confronts Europe," 
Not only does New Zealand nol allow nuclear" 
ships into her pons, but, unlike Australia, there is no 
major US intelligence gathering bases on her soils. 
And there is even talk of an agreement with the 
USSR, to allow them to lease a slab of prime New-
Zealand sheep farming land so they can build a 
South Pacific base for their fishing fleet. 
with this in mind. Prime Minister Lange seemed 
quiedy confident diat New Zealand was not a nu-
clear target. 
"It attracts a loi of effort ifyou are small, and not 
nuclear armed, to become a nuclear target", Mr 
Lange said. "It woidd be an exuaordinary decision 
to target New Zealand in nuclear temis simply to 
mb us out- if (nuclear ships and bases) are not here, 
there's no reai pre-emptive to strike enthusiasm." 
Another point on which Mr Lange tends to dis-
agree with the Australian Government is on the 
issue of whether or not limited nuclear exchanges 
are possible. f r ^ ^ 
In the interview with Semper Floreat, Mr Bill 
Hayden said he could not accept this suggesuon. 
"Intellectually", Mr Hayden said, "I cannot ac-
cept limited war fighdng theories. I believe once a 
nuclear war starts, it will be all-out nulcear war." 
The facilides (in Australia) in fact help to discou-
rage a nuclear war occurring because they assist in 
verificauon, they assist in deterrants, diey assist in 
arms control, and if we were to place a treaty be-
tween the superpowers to restrain the arms race, 
there would be a verificauon provision, and facilides 
such as (ours) would be absolutely necessary to 
make sure that verificauon was taking place", Mr 
Hayden said. 
"I rfiink we would be shirking a moral respon-
sibility ifwe did not contribute both to deterrents, 
and to verificadon," he said. 
Strategic and historic reasons for diflFerences aside, 
the Mutually Assured Destrucdon theory which is 
vehemcndy embraced by the Australian govern-
ment, doesn't even get a mendon in the Lange admini-
stradon. 
Perhaps this is the difference in "perspecdve" of 
which Mr Hayden speaks - the fact that the Aus-
tralian defence policy is ded to M. A. D. theories, and 
New Zealand defence policy is not 
M r Lange said he was not really familiar with the 
M.A.D. theory, but he said he could accept limited 
nuclear war theory. 
"If there is but one protagonist, using die nuclear 
technology, so thatif someone wanted to bomb New 
Zealand, they could bomb, depending on who it 
was, depending on who's interests were involved," 
Mr Lange said. 
However, Prime Minister Lange said he could not 
imagine a confrontadon conducted in a gende-
manly fashion which would "wind down after a few 
shots". 
"I'm concerned about . . . nuclear war in the 
northern hemisphere, jmd have commissioned a 
study on the effects of nuclear winter on New Zea-
land, and some of the informadon I hope will be 
useful for smaller pacific islands", he said. 
The Lange govemment is also a major instigator 
in the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone proposal. 
"(It is) a form of nuclear free zone which is really 
an extension ofthe non-proliferadon treaty. It gives 
to each country the sovereign right to determine 
whether vessels come into their ports in transit, but 
not so as to remain there or to be deployed or sta-
doned there . . . we hope that that treaty will be 
embraced by the thirteen South Pacific Forum coun-
tries," Prime Minister Lange said. 
"If {the treaty), places a prohibition on the manu-
facture, installation, deployment, testing, and use of 
nuclear weaponary - it has a preliminary covenant 
against the dumping of nuclear waste which will be 
superceeded later by a broader convention joining 
in other pacific powers who are not members ofthe 
South Pacific forum," he said. 
But even if Prime Minister Lange condnues to 
instigate such (some would say) idealistic reforms -
unless he maintains support on the home front, his 
polices, may some time in die future become as 




will commence on November 25 
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FIGHTING/FRIGHTENING PROGRESS 
It appears that as far as the Brisbane City 
Council is concemed, it doesn't matter whe-
ther you fight or not - you still lose. 
Four residents of a quiet Moorooka street dis-
covered this lastweek, when they were arrested du-
ring a blockade aimed at preventing work on an 
industrial access road. 
Residents of Fegen Drive, Moorooka, chained 
themselves to trees and parked cars in the path of 
bulldozers in a final effort to stop the road going 
through. 
Aldiough designated on die Town Plan, die 'road' 
bears closer resemblance to a park. Tall, shady trees 
dot a grassy slope. Local children play there-or they 
used to before the heavy machinery moved in. 
The road will provide a second access for trucks 
and semi-traliers visiting ABW Tools, situated in an 
Industrial Park behind Fegen Drive. 
The previous Labor City Council twice rejected 
applications from ABW Tools to construct die 'un-
formed' section of Dunstan Street (connecting die 
factory widi Fegen Street). In 1981 die City's Chief 
Engineer stated diat "it would be undesirable to 
permit industrial traffic to enter the residential area 
via the southern end of Dunstan Street" 
ABWTools had on both occasions indicated their 
intention of contributing towards the cost of con-
struction. The cost was estimated to be in die vicinity 
of thirty thousand dollars. 
However the Council now, in addition to giving 
the green light to construction, is paying for the road 
in its entirety. 
City Council Opposition Leader, Alderman 
Brian Walsh, described this as an example of "blan-
tant Liberal Party cronyism", 
"The road wrill be paid for by ratepayers to serve 
the interests ofone businessman," he said. 
According to ABW Tools, only one tmck a mondi 
will use the road - therefore hardly affecting resi-
dents at all. Residents spokesman, Preben Nielsen, 
argues that "if it's only one truck a month, then why 
waste thousands of dollars of ratepayers money?" 
Local residents object to the construction of the 
road on three grounds. Firsdy they claim that in-
troducing industrial traffic to a residential area vnW 
pose a threat to public safety. Secondly, for years the 
site has been a makeshift park, and constmction has 
involved the felling of established trees and the des-
truction of "a haven for birdUfe and native Austra-
lian fauna". Thirdly, the re-allocation of public mo-
ney for the road will benefit only Mr B. Wilson of 
ABW Tools, "who already has ample access." 
Mr and Mrs Nielsen, whose house borders the 
new road, believe that the Council has shown litde 
interestin the concerns of residents. Although never 
previously convicted of anything more serious than 
oaffic violations, bodi were arrested last Thursday. 
On Wednesday evening the Nielsens had parked 
their car across the road in case the Council decided 
to move in during the night, Bellevue style. By seven 
o'clock the next morning about twenty angry re-
sidents had gathered, some widi placards, one chai-
ned to a tree, to await the bulldozers. 
The workmen and their minders arrived. After 
much heated debate, vrith litde achieved, the police 
were called. 
In a scene reminiscent ofthe Springbok Tour, the 
law arrived - eight patrol cars, paddy wagons, a lock-
up bus and motocycle police. Further attempts at 
negotiation failed. After removing various placard 
waving children from trees, the boltcutters were 
produced to remove two of die more stubborn 
adults. After four arrests the resistance caved in. By 
the end of die afternoon the bulldozers had fini-
shed. 
Eileen Nielsen described the scene as "hilarious". 
The media and police combined would have out-
numbered protesters three to one. "We're not rat-
bags or professional demonstiators," she said. "We're 
just average people who are concerned about our 
families." She added that she felt quite sorry for the 
police, who were "really quite nice about it all." 
Her sympathies did not extend to the Liberal 
Alderman for the area, Orme Olsen. Herself a Dane, 
she remarked that "Orme", in Danish, is plural for 
"worm". Alderman Olsen was conspicuous in his 
absence the day of the blockade. "Perhaps," she 
said, "he's gone to ground." 
The Moorooka debacle may have been a drop in 
the ocean. However it does go to prove that people 




Society today Is witnessing a 
rapid increase In tha number 
of religions preaching their 
beliefs to attract those ail Im-
portant people, the followers. 
Queensland University was re-
centiy host to a visiting expert 
on Fringe religions. MARIA 
ANN MULCAHY spolce to Dr Br-
yan Wilson, a reader In Socio-
logy from Oxford University, 
on his recent visit to the Univer-
sity's Department of Religious 
Studies. 
Religion has always been thought of as some-
thing very personal, something each indivi-
dual dealt with in their own way. The times, 
they are a changing though, with religion in-
creasingly becoming a community concern 
and increasing amount of advertising to at-
tract the followers. 
"The media often present diem in an unfavour-
able light and most movements are not as sinister, to 
my knowledge, as is suggested. 
"The Moonies are certainly not sinister at the 
local level of organisation. In fact they tend to be 
very idealistic and the followers at the rank and file 
level are certainly very committed to saving die 
world from the doom tliey believe it is facing. 
"It is hard to say ifthe movement is sinister at an 
international level," he said. 
Dr Wilson said the rise in new religions has been 
due mainly to changes in society and general un-
setdement He said people were finding their tra-
ditional beliefs could not solve all their problems 
and they felt the need to find a new way of life, He 
said the alternative scenario offered by these sects 
made diem appeal to people who felt die world was a 
hopeless place. 
Dr Wilson said he had not found much dissatis-
faction among followers with what the new life pro-
vided. 
VXX^s ^^v. 
British sociologist, Dr Bryan Wilson, has spent 
many years studying principally sectarian religions 
and new movements like the well-known sect. The 
Moonies, as well as older movements like the Chris-
dan Scientists, Penecostalists, Jehovas Wimesses, 
and Seventh Day Adventists. 
Dr Wilson said his approach in smdying the reli-
gions has always been to take them seriously be-
cause the people involved are always very serious 
about what diey believe in. 
He believes many of the new sects and religions 
are misunderstood by the public. 
"The rank and file members are generally happy 
with what they get when they join these move-
ments. 
"If people are dissatisfied, they leave. Within all 
movements you'll find some varying points of view. 
"Most people are ninety percent committed 
though. They give up their previous Ufestyle for 
something completely new," he said. 
Dr Wilson said people who joined these religions 
don't mind giving up their income to the church be-
cause they want to see their money used for some 
thing they beheve will help the world's ills. He said 
the followers were usually willing to work for the 
movement. 
Dr Wilson said he had not found evidence of 
people being held against dieir will in religious 
cults. 
"It is hard to tell because with many sects there is 
not any children in their teenage years and this is the 
time when people are most likely to want to leave. 
"Many children that leave, come back because 
die world they have grown up widi has been in-
fluenced by the sect and when diey leave diey find 
diat the values diey have grown up with are not 
available in the outside worid," he said. 
Dr Wilson said he didn't believe diat brainwash-
ing occurred. 
"The first condition ofbrainwashing is that you're 
dealing with an enemy. The people who join these 
movements are not enemies, They're converts -
diey go willingly. The term brainv r^ashing is grossly 
misused," he said. 
He said the people go looking for something pure 
and are willing to become involved. 
"Often they are lured by die possibility of free 
travel around Australia or the world, that these move-
ments offer. 
"Many people are recruited at railway stations 
and the sect offers them something spiritual to solve 
the problems diey are mnning from," he said. 
Dr Wilson said he believed the sects tended to 
canvass for support was die strengdi of commitment 
of those involved. 
He said groups like the Mormons and Hare Kri-
shnas feel diat the religion is what's best for them 
and for everyone else. 
Media use is something diat has also been increa-
singly utilised by many of sects in America. 
Dr Wilson said use ofthe media to advertise a re-
ligious point of view depended largely on the laws of 
the country. 
"In Britain diere is not die commercial oppor-
tunity for religious sects to advertise. Only the tra-
ditional religions are allowed airtime or press an-
nouncements. 
"Advertising is an expensive exercise and most of 
the groups I've dealt with seem to prefer personal 
contact. 
Dr Wilson said an important characteristic of 
many of the new movements was their political in-
volvement. 
"Groups like the Moonies make a conscious effort 
to espouse right wing values and they theologically 
justify this because to them Satan is identified with 
Communism. 
"The Moonies have used much oftheir resources 
to advertise and produce a newspaper because they 
believed the Washington Post was not conservatve 
enough. 
"They have actively supported Republican presi-
dents and the contras in Nicaragua. 
"To my knowledge though, the rank and file are 
not involved in the political campaigning," Dr Wil-
son said. 
Whether or not you agree vrith the views of these 
religions, the fact is they will continue to exist while 
people feel the need for them and cannot accept the 
views traditional religions espouse. 
THEATRE 
SPORTS 
Theatre Sports has arr ived in 
Brisbane. STEPHANIE WOOD re-
ports on this new concept which 
relies on tag-team Improvisation 
by actors . 
Is it macro-biotic.^ 
Would Vince Lester do it.^  
Surely it must be part of an America's Cup 
Plan. 
Does it help fight plaque.^ 
Does it help fight tartar.^ 
And it bounces our hero (swoon), the real star of 
die show, larger than life and looking positively 
radiant, tonight dressed by St Vincent de Paul . . . 
Thejungle Collection, and wearng a divinely classic 
lycra-imitation-leopard-skin smoking jacket/dres-
sing gown and Toyworld $5 plastic safari hat. 
It's Lewis, our bold and intrepid master of cere-
monies, our gallant and lion-hearted ref 
"Welcome to the first real proper night of Theatre 
Sports," he says, and the spectators jump up and 
down and scream hysterically, the theatre shakes. 
"We are going to lift the heart rates, we're going to 
get the adrenalin pumping . . ." Bits of plaster fall 
from the ceiling and cracks appear in the walls. 
"Theatre Sports," he says, smiling indulgendy at 
the boisterous crowd, "is aggressively equal and 
fiercely non-elitist." 
"It's a game with specific mles, an inbuilt time 
stmcture, penalties, a referee and like any spon the 
outcome ofthe game is unknown at its commence-
ment." 
Publicity brochures describe Theatre Sports as a 
"cross between Tag Team Wresding, Star Search 
and It's a Knockout... to be more specific Theatre 
Sports is competitive improvisation. Teams of four 
actors challenge each other to perfonn short im-
provisation games." 
But these explanations are barely adequate to 
describe the mirth, merriment and mayhem of Thea-
tre Sports, which is a theatre concept totally new to 
Brisbane audiences. 
The un-initiated (such as myself) could be for-
given for thinking that diey had stumbled upon a 
mad-house. From die moment the ref blows his 
whisde and yells: "This way folb!", and the young 
bohemian-type crowd (spilling out noisily onto the 
footpath outside La Boite Theatre) stampede up the 
stairs and into the theatre, the place undergoes an 
amazing transformation. 
Those who are shy and reserved, serious or weak-
hearted need not apply. 
To start die proceedings die Ref leads die crowd 
in a stirring rendition of "Life is Great in die Sun-
shine State". 
"Sayitafterme,"hesays. I getthe impression heis 
laughing quiety to himself at all diese deranged 
jackasses. 
Life is Great in die Sunshine State, 
Every Queensland Heart wears a smile, 
From her tablelands to her golden sands. 
We are proud to say we belong!... or something 
like that. 
Then the real fun begins: we are introduced to the 
teams... Coloured Sneakers, Mental Floss, Kulture 
Shock (widi a 'k'), Beanz Meanz Trouble, Radical 
Maiioevres, the Masked Marauders, and Franco-
bolli. (All the teams aren't on the same night, it'sjust 
that I had such a great time at die 'first really proper 
night' that I returned to the 'second really proper 
night' for more.) 
The spectators and teams are shown the Chal-
lenge Boards which give us no idea ofwhat lo expect 
The Challenge include such topics as Death in a 
Minute, Slow Motion Commentary, Seduction 
Mime, Scene Without, Expert Double Figures, 
Opera, and Murder Endowments. I was very puz-
zled. 
After a complicated coin toss to determine which 
team begins and what topic they must improvise we 
start to see the talent emerge. 
Each team is given no more than ten seconds to 
decide on how they will treat the topic. Then they are 
thrown into the arena, at the mercy ofthe crowd and 
the ever-critical judges. (I couldn't get the disturbing 
thought out of my mind that it was rather like an 
Elizabedian cock-fight, widi the blood-diirsiy crowd 
waiting for one of the cocks/actors to make a slip 
up.) 
Slow Motion Commentary was die first choice, 
and the categories that the brave teams of Kulture 
Shock and Coloured Sneakers had to improvise to 
were Stepping in Doggy Dirt and Necking in a Phone 
Box. The judges weren't very impressed. 
Throughout the evening die Ref kindly provides a 
witty and sarcastic commentary, to maintain the 
hysterical disorder, and leaving the audience in sti-
tches; "We're a bit worried," he says, watching the 
proceedings with amusement, "you've all been a bit 
quiet, so we're going to have a competition . . . 
there's lollies involved here boys and girls!" La Boite 
erupts in discordant pandemonium. 
The compeution is called frenzy. The concept is 
simple. The audience on each side ofthe theatre (for 
die un-cultured. La Boite is a theatre in the round/ 
square) take tums to make the most uproar. The 
uproar can include screaming, stamping, shouting, 
singing, jumping, or any other noisy or violent ac-
tivity. The side that malces the most noise gets the 
most lollies. Simple. The more noise the more min-
ties. 
The fun continues. We are bombarded with im-
provisations of everything except the kitchen sink 
and including my baby drives trains yeh yeh!, I fart 
for you. How did it feel to find out that your mother 
had a wooden leg, don't do it daddy, and portrayals 
of envious hare-lipped dog-catchers and lustiul 
obese bus-drivers. 
Adding to the festivies are three severe and very 
mean judges, the worst of whom is a tough looking 
character by die name of David Tomcat Pyle, com-
plete widi baseball mit and tennis sweatband. Pyle is 
, incapable of giving a score over one, regardless of 
the brilliance of the improvisation. (The highest 
score is five.) 
Playing along for the fun of it all is resident pianist 
Michael Roper, who brilliandy manages to be the 
musical improviser for the show. 
And then there's Otto. The subject of great adu-
lation. Otto is the sin bin. Otto is really a very or-
dinary wheelie-bin in disguise, but don't tell his 
ardent fans diat. Otto's grand entrance at the be-
ginning of the show is marked by great pande-
monium and chants of, not surprisingly: "Otto, 
Otto !" 
Otto is tonight dressed by Kerri Craig," says the 
sardonic Ref 
The real secret of Theatre Sports success lies with 
the enthusiasm of everybody involved: the teams, 
the spectators, the judges, Lewis, and of course Ot-
to. 
Not every improvisation the teams attempt are 
raging, hilarious successes. Not every team member 
is a poi;ential Meryl Streep or Sir Laurence Olivier. 
But everybody is determined to have a really good 
time. And undoubtedly everybody does. 
I haven't laughed so much ever. Or at least in a 
while. 
The show also owes much to the talented and very 
funny Lewis Jones. Who himself is a master of im-
provisation. Never have I seen the one-liners flow 
faster or funnier. 
Apart from being a good fun night. Theatre Sports 
aims to teach actors to work together, and to that end 
there are rules against sins such as 'blocking' or 
'wimping', which make actors work against each 
odier. 
Teams came from a number of places, including 
TN Theatre Company, Qjueensland University, Kel-
vin Grove, and Street Arts. 
More than ten teams are participating in this sea-
son of Theatre Sports, and to help them workshops 
are held on Sunday momings at Kelvin Grove. 
The winning team will go to Sydney to compete in 
the Ausuralian grand finals. 
Theatre Sports orginated in Canada and has been 
played in other Australian States for the last couple 
of years. The Australian headquarters are at the 
Belvoir Street Theatre in Sydney, which sold the 
rights for Theatre Sports to Brisbane's La Boite. 
The Brisbane season has attracted huge audien-
ces, to the extent that people have been tumed 
away. 
According to the Co-ordinator of La Boite's La 
Bamba, and dierefore of Theatre Sports, Ms Anne 
Jones, Theatre Sports "has been wildly successful". 
"It's a different sort of entertainment catering for 
that crowd who are interested in theatre but who 
want it to be fun," she says. 
Msjones does concede however that; "it'savnldly 
intimidating game for the actors, but we've been 
trying to stress the last mie: 'When die faidi is low, 
diy spirit weak, diy good fortune strained, and diy 
team losing, be comforted because IT JUST 
DOESN'T MATTER!'" 
She agrees that Lewis does play a large part in the 
game's success, saying: "He's a bright young diing 
and one of diose people you look at and laugh. He's 
potentially one of die hottest comic talents around." 
Theatre Sport's success so far means that its future 
in BHsbane at La Boite is assured, but the restrictive 
size of La Eoite (200 capacity) unfortunately means 
diat it csan't get much bigger. 
"Possibly we'll look for a larger venue and extend 
die season next year," Ms Jones said. 
Theatre Sport will next erupt at La Boite on Oc-
tober 10, when the best teams will fight it out in die 
Grand Final. 
It is advisable/essential to book. 
GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
STUDIES 1987 
Applications are invited from graduates holding a 
recognised degree or diploma. The course involves 
one year of full time study cr equivalent. 
Aim of the Course: 
To provide graduates with a broad base of practical 
skills and competencies relevant to Ihe office of the 
80'a. lo complement the graduate's general liberal 
education. Graduates wiH be capable of assuming 
positions In industry, commerce and government, 
w^orking as pari of the management team, as office 
administrators, executive secretaries and the 
equivalent. 
Course Content: 
• Office Technology 
• Business Communicafion 
• Business related studies 
• Executive Secretarial Administration or studies in 
Offtoe Administration. 
Brochures and Appllcatton Fonns: 
Admissions Section 
Brisbane College of Advanced Education 
130 Victoria Park Road 
Kelvin Grove Q 4059 
Telephone (07) 352 8153. 
Course Enquiries: 
Lyn Parsons, Course Co-ordinator 
Kedron Park Campus 
Telephone (07) 57 7077. 
Brisbane College 
of Advanced Education 
Death of the Student Union 
Dissatlfactlon with the Student 
Union hae exieted for eoma time. 
Many etudente a re resentful at 
paying fees to a Union they feel 
doesn't represent their Inte-
rests. However, radical chan-
ges to student unions instigated 
bythe Queensland Oovernmentf 
ar^ on the horizon. KVLIE UkNQ 
reports. 
In the shadow ofthe tertiary fee controversy, 
there is a lot of contension over planned chan-
ges for student unions in Queensland. 
The first proposal is to change the name from 
student unions to student "associations". This is to 
But for Queensland University Union President, vices and activities funded by the union resulting in 
Jillann Farmer, the whole idea of having the union less student supportfor the union, leading to further 
budget auditered by a governing body (the Auditor drop in funds. Once this starts, Jillann said "it's a 
General) is a "complete headache". 
"Ultimately wc have nothing to feel bad about 
because our budget allocations are sound, proper, 
and just, so it'sjust a waste of time," 
Jillann is especially concemed about the clause 
compelling unions "to comply widi directives is-
sued from time to time by the governing bodies". 
"It could allow the governing body to veto our 
proposals on any grounds." 
Mr Powell says the "directives" will deal with 
principles, practices and procedures of student bo-
stop people thinking ofdie student body in the same dies. "Governing bodies may also issue directions 
terms as an industrial union. 
Secondly, union membership will be made com-
pulsory at all tertiary institutions. At present it's not 
compvjJsory at Griffidi or James Cook Universities. 
Mr Coster, Special Duties Officer with the Mini-
ster of Education, says compulsory across-board 
fees will assure the student unions die financies 
necessary for planning ahead. It will al.so make the 
union accountable to a governing body. He says if 
by way of Statutes or By-Laws with respect to mem-
bership bodies and may also make Rules to give 
effect to the provisions of Statutes or By-Laws". No 
such power exists in the Queensland University 
Act 
Mr Coster says university leaders have been very 
committed to world-shattering issues in the past 
"Many students who do not share the issues of the 
union on these socio-political issues have protested 
fees are optional, union members are accountable ^^ut having dieir fees channeUed into diese areas.-
only to themselves. In response to these complaints die Queensland 
The main changes, however, arise submitting an Cabinet last year asked Mr Powell to investigate how 
annual budget to a governing body for approval and the relevant legislauon might spht the student as-
complying widi certain requirements of die Finan- sociation fee into a compulsory and non-compul-
cial Administration Act. The Minister for Educa- sory component The compulsory component would 
tion, Mr Powell, said "What will be required is dial be only used for die provision of student ameniues. 
diey will employ proper accounting internal control The voluntary component would be untilised at die 
of procedures." discretion of the student association. That investi-
Mr Powell said student bodies would also have to S^"°" *^  ' " " underway. 
prepare and maintain an accounting manual and 
report losses with damage which appears to be cau-
sed by theft and wilful destruction. They would have 
to use their membership fees for approved ameni-
ties and services for the students and present an 
Annual Report certified by a public accountant ap-
proved by the union/association. 
Mr Coster said diese changes will amount to "a 
system of checks and balances" 
Jillann Farmer said splitting die fee into compul-
sory and non-compulsory components would not 
only mean more administrative red-tape but would 
spell the end of 'Activities' and Clubs & Societies 
around campus. 
"When students have a vested interest in some-
diing naturally they are more motivated and inte-
rested." If services' fees are made voluntary, fewer ment early next year, 
people will pay them. Less money v«ll go into ser-
self-fulfilling spiral - a vicious circle". 
Union services that will suffer include: 
- Refectories 
- Second-Hand Bookshop 
- Advisory and Legal Services 
- Semper 
- Schonell Theatre 
- Welfare 
- Campus Travel 
- Women's Rights 
- Market Days 
- Child Care 
- Representauon 
Jillann said aldiough not all students use the spe-
cific services, eiiery student benefits from the union's 
representative functions both within the university 
and on a federal level, e.g. lobbying against threats 
of re-introduction of tertiary fees in 1985 (how iro-
nic!), campai gningfor better teaching standards and 
assessment methods and longer library opening 
hours. 
Jillann admits the Union is "suffering from a lack 
of communication with its members" but said cut-
ting funds through non-compulsory fees is not the 
solution. "The Union isn't perfect - die students 
know that, but they don't think removing the stu-
dents and giving the Union over to the Govemment 
is die answer eidier." 
If you allow the Senate to start decided for stu-
dents what die priorities wil be, then you could 
easily end up with clash after clash. It creates really 
awful 'us' and 'thems' and we don't want diat." 
Mr Powell said if clashes occur, financial control 
will then be in the hands of the Auditor-General 
until the matter is resolved. 
This controversial legislation will go to Pariia-
t 
How many times have you had a bad lecturer? How ever many times it's been, there's one thing 
certain: there's more to come. 
There has been little done about this in the past-often because the lecturers concerned have 
been on tenure. Tenure should not be, and should not be seen to be, a protection for the 
incompetent 
Just recently the Student Union has won its battle to establish a process to review the 
performance ofall academics on tenure. 
But the progress made is just the beginning. The review the Academic Board has agreed to is of 
10% of tenured teaching staff per year. In other words each lecturer will be reviewed only once a 
decade. This is grossly inadequate. 
The old arguments come out again that it will take too much time and cost too much money But 
if the University is serious about professional development and the quality of education it 
provides - not to mention sheer fairness to its students - it should make teaching review a top 
priority 
The other major problem Is that once bad lecturers are Identified the prosposed 
review will only offer "encouragement to improve'*! This Is simply not good enough. 
If students repeatedly fall and their QPA falls low enough, they strB excluded. No 
disciplinary action Is proposed for academics falling in their duties - although a 
prize has been proposed for good lecturers! 
There is provision in the University Statutes to sack a lecturer if the Senate's Dismissals Advisory 
Committee has found the staff member "guilty of conduct justifying dismissal" (what ever that 
might mean!). But no lecturer has ever been sacked! 
The Student Union proposes setting up a procedure middle way between nothing being done 
and being sacked. (Although it is clear some lecturers should "retire early"). 
Petitions will be at the Union Office and circulating around refecs in support of this. You can also 
help by requesting Alternative Handbook surveys for your subjects. The Education Office is doing 
as many as it can for the 1987 Alternative Handbook. 
I believe this whole issue is an important one and that students have the right to have their voice 




Earlier this semester a new publication emer-
ged on campus with the claim it was to be-
come the new 'national' student paper de-
signed to represent all Australian students. 
Australian Student News, a paper printed by 
Time Off Publications, started off with a circulation 
of 40,000, but for its second edition published in 
September, that number increased to 50,000. 
The paper boasts distribution in twenty-three ter-
tiary institutions, and has been heralded by some 
(including certain student papers overseas} as being 
a "new representative voice" for Australian stu-
dents. 
But speculation has arisen concerning the finan-
ces of the paper. 
The September edition of Australian Student 
News contained only one quarter page advertise-
ment- a level of income which could hardlv cover 
the $5,000 cost of producing the paper. 
Along with this many observers feared some type 
of conspiracy when rumours circulated that the pa-
per's editor, Mr Kieran McCarthy, a student of Arts 
at Queensland University, was involved with the 
National Civic Council - B.A. Santamaria's Right-
Wing Catholic movemenc 
However, Keiran McCarthy denies these ni-
mours. 
"I think people would like to attach that sort of 
thing because I'm Catholic for a start... I'm a fairly 
active one, and the odier thing was that the paper 
didn't attack social issues in the way that odier pa-
pers like Semper and Planet do, and I think it is taken 
as a mute sort of approval for die system as it 
stands," he said. 
Keiran said neither he, nor any of this staff were 
members of any political group. 
"They've certainly got their allegances, but none 
ofthem are in the pay," he said. 
On the Sth of September, a note of warning was 
sent to the University of Queensland Student's 
Union widi die threat of legal action if Semper Flo-
reat published anything about Australian Student 
News or its staff which was defamatory. 
"People . . . were running around banding all 
sorts of tags around . . . because I think basically we 
were sort of a new organisation and appeared to 
have bucks at our disposal- immediately people like 
to conjour up mummies and boogiemen," Keiran 
said. 
j l . LUC-.IA TELEPHONE (07) 371 7346 
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'BILLS OF QUANTITY 
BUSINESS HOURS9.30-4,00 MONDAY-FRIDAY 
URGENT WORK BY ARRANGEMENT AFTER HOURS 
PRESENT THIS AD FOR 1 0% DISCOUNT 
"And ifyou dirow shit, some of it will stick even if 
it isn't true . . . I don't think we can be blamed for 
assurring our own interests, because to have us tag-
ged really dooms us from the start," he said. 
Keiran said the finances for the costs of produc-
tion comes from companies who in the future, may 
vsish to exploit the student market. 
He said these sponsors did not want to put their 
ads in the paper until they were sure it would be (as 
Keiran said) a "goer". 
But he would not divulge which companies had 
given him money. 
"It's a golden handshake sort of diing", he said, 
"but diey don't want to back a loser". 
"While they arc prepared to put up money for 
diree pilot editions, die\''re not to put big ads in, in 
case it's a bit of a flunk . . . or the reception isn't 
favourable," he said. 
Keiren said his future editorial decisions would 
not be eflected by owing any of these companies a 
favour. 
He said he had obtained the idea of starting such a 
paper whilst visting friends who had established a 
similar publication in New Zealand. 
"My intention is to give myself experience in all 
types of writing... to develop management skills... 
something to put on your C.V. (curriculum vitae or 
rtisume)", he said. 
His means of contribution collection and distri-
bution from and to the rest of the country seemed 
vague. 
"It's a system of mates and old-boys", he said, 
"it's rudamentary at the moment I must admit... 
it's very much a trust tiling... whether those guys are 
putting diem out or leaving them in the garage is yet 
to be seen . . . but we're thinking of getting a cir-
culation audit," he said. 
So it remains to be seen if Australian Student 
News will be, in fact, a "goer", or, if it slips into 
oblivion, after serving a function not to Australian 
students, but purely for the "C.V.'s" of a bunch of 
"mates and old-boys." 
J E F F W A T E R S 
I AiurL CoccirLi Q 
O M I J Gwa 
r D W r O 
C O a P E R 
O W A C E 
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J U U u tttw 
rct« ld»nt i 
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Ciri o( UDIOII 0(f lc«, 
t'slvtralty of Q-jittl«l«nd. 
ST. LUCIA. QLU. 4067 
D<ir Kii lu, 
etb Siptaabir , 1966 
Vt act on bthalf o l I h t E d U o r l a l Boird of The A u t c r a l l i n Stujtnt h'lva, a 
Riwaptpir rubUalitd in {JuKcnaland. Wc ar t InatrucCcd that you arc cbc 
Publl ihcr oi "Scnpcr F loreat" a newspaper an edi t ion of which la propcacfl 
to b i publlabcd wi th in tha next («w daye. 
We arc inatructed that l a a l week the Editor of "S«»p«r Floreat" 
Intarvlaved the Editor of eur c l i e n t ' a rrwepapar. Aa a reauU of that 
Interview, our c l i e n t U of the view that the Editor Intenda to wr i te a 
atory cor.cernlr.1 cur c U e n t ' a rewapapet and to put l lah that atoty In tha 
edi t ion of "Seb;>er r i o r e a t " ahcut to be puhUahed, Our c l ient 
underetandk that the content of the a r t i c l e a i auch aa w i l l have the 
ef fect of i n l u i U y out c l U n t In t t a t r a i a ot p to l taa loa . 
We are Inatructed to advlae you that cho-jld auch an a r t i c l e be printed 
which haa the t f f e c t nuapected. our c l ient w i l l take action to recover 
.lanajica for defaaiatlon aftalnat you aa publlaber aa wel l t% othcra. 
Ue truat that In the clrcuisetancae. you w i l l take action to enagre that 
no auch a i t l c t e la publl ihed cr that i f an a r t i c l e la publlahed that 11 
dote not contatn any auch Hater la l a i la luapecte j . 
Vcuri f a i t h f u l l y 
It's a rare occasion for Semper to be threa-
tened with the law even before a story is writ-
ten. 
We wonder what "content" might warrant this 
prompt legal action, and why the editors of Aus-
u-alian Student News need to rely on Queensland 
archaic defamation laws, when they have adequate 
opportunity to comment about Semper in their pub-
lication. 
BLUE STOCKING WEEK 
1933 
ON EMPLOYMENT OF 
WOMEN (By A Woman) 
There has been much argument in the 
leading papers about the unemploy-
ment question. The question of equality 
and inequality of men and women has 
again cropped up, some contending that 
women are a nuisance in the world of 
employment, others that they are an as-
set. 
Now this question is one which we should 
face, for we are to be thrown upon the world, 
and these problems will then confront us, 
though we may previously have ignored them. 
There are several points which have been 
made, and these it is necessary to look at before 
we go any further. It is contended by some that 
men are kept out of employment by women, 
and that if these women can be displaced the 
men will be reinstated. Others, deploring the 
serious condition that there are fewer marri-
ages today and that the birth-rate is declining, 
say that this would be rectified if women were 
not so widely employed. Still odiers advocate 
equality of pay for men and women. By this 
means, it is argued, the women would not be 
employed as a cheaper proposition, and so 
men could take their old place again. 
As I see it the proposition stands thus: The 
trend of modem education has proved diat 
men and women alike are gifted with brain 
capacity and intelligence. Until more recent 
days that capacity in woman had not been 
developed, and the world has not yet escaped 
from the notion that women, the weaker sex, 
was meant for menial labour, perhaps elevated 
to the standard of science. But it is an under-
stood thing that woman is nothing if not con-
scientious about anything for which she is held 
responsible. And of the women who hold com-
mercial positions today, how many of them do 
that workas a diversion? Very few. They have to 
earn a living. As to the institution of equality of 
pay for men and women, I consider it but a fair 
thing; but in many cases it would be nothing 
but prejudice that would prevent twenty per-
cent ofthe important positions being held by 
women. At present there are positions held by 
diird-rate men which, if sentiment allowed, 
could be more adequately discharged by first-
rate women, to the benefit of the State. And let 
die lower rate men take the lesser positions 
from which at present many girls are sup-
porting families. Today more than ever the 
best brains are required to guide the State, and 
irrespective of sex, they should be given the 
responsibility. 
N umbers of women are not gitted with acute 
brain power, and they, in general, go on with 
die work they can do - manual or menial. 
Number of men, similarly, are not gifted vsith 
brain power, but herein lie the troubles ofthe 
State - they will not face the fact and put dieir 
physical energies into the development of the 
land and manual toil. Rather theywill persist in 
the pursuit of a profession or high position of 
which they are incapable, while popular pre-
judice gives preference to them (or rather to 
their sex), over the head of a woman suited in 
every requirement, except in point of sex. 
The root of the trouble seems to be in the 
early stages of education. There is an urgent 
need for some vocational guidance, which, 
although never infallible, must be of material 
use. The matter would straighten itself out if 
only men and women alike could be helped in 
the choice ofthe path they are to follow, so that 
they could easily take the height diat is within 
their reach. Especially the fault lies with the 
men, who endeavour to crowd into the towns 
and professions. They fail and become unem-
ployed, and financially unable to marry, lea-
ving the women who consequendy are com-
pelled to work for a living to occupy positions 
and to be the butt of popular grumblings. 
From Semper, 28 September, 19S3, 
Page 1 
1939 
EQUAL RIGHTS FOR 
WOMEN 
The women of this university are up in 
arms, and rightly so, at die barbaric at-
titude taken towards them by most ofthe 
men here. They complain, and their com-
plaint is undeniably veracious, that even 
in the days of the Salic law, women had 
some of the rights of free citizenship. 




held to some extent. They were not deri-
ded, despised and downtrodden as they 
are in this day and age, in the University 
of Queensland. 
In an effort to reassert their independence 
dieir first move will be to claim one of their 
ancient and traditional rights. 
They demand the right, sanctifed by 'Varsity 
customs over many years, to pay their own way 
at Commem. They will allow no male protests 
to upset their decision. Women, they say, must 
buy their own Commem. tickets! 
Reprinted in Semper '82 
Anniversary Edition 
(14 April 1939, Page 2) 
1953 
DO UNIVERSITY WOMEN 
MAKE GOOD WIVES? 
When a girl happily announces she's a 
University student she is invariably gree-
ted by two amazingly conflicting state-
ments. 
" I O 
Some will immediately say that no man 
wants to marry an educated woman - others 
that she's only going there to catch one! (Ac-
cording to whether they're your friends or only 
jealous.) 
Let us try to understand this anomoly now 
(and save your parents second and third term 
fees). 
It is the Weak Man who does not want to 
marry an Educated Woman. Before enlarging 
on that, remember I am taking the supposition 
that the man is educated to the same intellec-
tual standard . . . 
Reprinted Semper 
Anniversary Edition '82 
1980 
MEN VS WOMEN 
THE LITERACY GAP 
In modem societies, it is the time lag 
between social change for men and for 
women which is the main index of role 
differentiation and consequendy of the 
position of women in relation to men. 
"For example... in the United States almost 
all women have a driving license and drive cars 
just like men, while elsewhere cars are driven 
mainly by men. It is only when motoring is 
universal and the aiblity to drive common-
place, without prestige and power, women 
were seldom allowed to own and use them. 
"The same time lag is found in access to the 
professions, as theywere founded one after the 
other in the proccess of industrialisation. It is 
also found in the exercise of civil rights and in 
the level of educational achievement 
"A study of illiteracy showed that in (most) 
countries it is among women. In the countries 
which are completely literate, it is at the level of 
secondary, technical and above all higher edu-
cation, that the time lag is most evident." (Eve-
lyn Sullerot: Women, Society arui Change). 
As it was International Women's Day on 
March Sth, it is appropriate to look at the 
"time-lag" between men's and women's edu-
cation around the world. 
In no country today do women receive the 
same type of education as men. It is only when 
a particular level of education becomes com-
monplace that it becomes accessible to wo-
men. Girls around the world have the best* 
chance of going to shcool when all their bro-
diers are there. 
In countries such as Australia where almost 
total literacy has been achieved, most women 
are literates. In countries such as Nepal, how-
ever, where few can read and write, 97% of 
women over fifteen years of age are illiterate. In 
fact, about sixty percent of the worlds eight-
hundred million illiterates are women. 
Primary education is now considered a right 
for both sexes in the developed countries. Yet 
in the Third World primary education is still 
more accessible to brothers than to sisters. In 
Pakistan, twice as many boys as girls attend 
primary school. Where a family cannot afford 
to educate both sexes, priority is given to sons 
rather than to daughters. 
Smper 1980 
Lyn Taylor 
Until 1871, women were excluded from Uni-
versity study, and were not allowed to sit for 
matriculation exams. In 1971, women's par-
ticipation rate was thirty-four percent. By 
1985, they constituted nearly half (4 7%) ofthe 
student population on campus. 
Blue Stocking Week, an annual event highlights 
the struggle for women's participation at University. 
The term "Blue Stocking" was a disparaging put 
down ofthe small numbers of women who dared to 
defy convention and enter the all male preserve of 
University at the turn ofthe century. 
This year Blue Stocking Week will be held from 
the 6th to the 10th of October. A workshop/wine 
and cheese will be held at which issues affecting the 
lives of women students can be discussed, at I p.m. 
in the Old Whidam Room on Wednesday the Sth of 
October. All women are welcome to attend. 
The University itself believes: 
"The status of women in society is not a new social pro-
blem, nor is debate about different or overlapping sex 
roles a twentieth century phenomenon Aquinas dis-
agreed with his contemporaries in holding that njomen 
were innately inferior, predestined to be "misbegotten", 
despite women's actual distinction in a range of me-
dieval roles. In the fifteenth century Christine de Pisan 
published an impassioned, scholarly defence of women's 
intellect, power of govemment, moral arui ethical in-
tegrity and power of scientific invention with well 
drawn evidence from classical history and traditional 
mythology. John Knox inveighed against "this mons-
trous regiment of women"; but eighteen century Qi«z-
kers and Methodists rejected the then current socially-
accepted restricted sex roles and encouraged women to 
study, become lay preachers arui io take part in social 
debate. The late eighteenth and the nineteenth century 
producedan escalating debate which polarised attitudes 
between those who wanted to restrict female roles io 
domestic infrastructure (Queen Victoria led with tren-
chant criticism of any mention of "this deplorable ques-
tion of Women's Rights") and those who, like TH. 
Huxley, Frederick Denison Maurice and middle-class 
feminists, fought to open up secondary and higher edu-
cation to women, after ten centuries of denial of female 
access to post-elementary education. 
Attitudes have only partly changed in the twentieth 
century. Women's economic contribution is recognised 
as an essential element in national labour market 
needs; but notyet equally with thai of men. Women's 
basic access to all levels of education is (in principle) 
now guaranteed constitutionally or legislatively; bid 
"critical filters" act, consciously or uruonsciously, to 
prevent female advancement. 
"The Suitus of Women in the 
University of Qiicensland" 
Final Report of the 
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Our publications have grown matkcrtly in the last 
IRV; vctTS and vw.ih them ilin fncrlKics al their 
:^"ipor-^' The Mnion Pnnrory li-ns »is own wnrkmti 
area which comprises a rtarkroo-n. a pioss room, 
a layout orr>a and a typcsotting officn. VVP 
product! three mam piibicDiions: a weekly 
|8ullr.heol| and a monlhly (Mngnus Taurus) and a 
siudents Diary. Wc also handle publications Irom 
olhnr studenl orgamzalions and soma trarlo work 
(art and lypcselting|. 
Tha Job 
Tho person will be roquiied lo assist students 
Willi production. There is a (jrowmg number ot 
materials lo be handled as well, such as posters, 
leaflets, booklcls. etc. 
Tha Parson 
The ideal person will have been involved v/ith 
student publicadans. A knowledge of Ihc 
printing process, logeihcr vvirh some Gxpericnce 
in canicra work and computer publishing are 
cssenlial. A knowlerlgo ol lyposcliing v<'ould be a 
cor;ain advaniage. 
Conditions 
Th-s IS a part-limc posn on (30 liouis/week) bul 
ihero IS adodnilc posibilily of over-iimo if iho 
per,<ion can handle professional qualily 
typesetting work. Salary will va.",' according to 
qualihcalions and expenence. 
Apjily in writing by 26 Scplcmber 1 986 lo: 
Tho Executive Oflicar 
James Cook University Union 
Post Office ."CU, Townsville 4811 QLD 
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EXAM PANIC 
Ifyou are feeling the pressure of exams loom- The exam period can be likened, in a personal You can minimize the stress you experience by 
ing, be reassured. Pressure provides the im- sense, to a natural disaster when total effoits and starting NOW. Trying to cram too much material 
petus for action. It is a source of personal total resources are directed towards overcoming into too short a ume frequendy results in last minute 
power, when you are gearing up to meet a difficulties. Such crises bring out the best in people, panic and worse - confusion, Effecdve learning is a 
deadline, ask someone out, impress your em- In the same way if exams are viewed as a challenge cumuladve process. It is also an ac(tw process. Use 
ployer or line up for a race Students need andnotperceivedasathreattheexamsconsdtutean visual means to increase your understanding ofthe 
stress - the arousal, the alertness, the increa- ^^ *=""*^  ^° sausfacuon. How you view exams, die links between ideas. These include diagrams. i\ow 
sed e n e . ^ - to survive in the academic jun- '^^P^^^^^ y^" ^^^^^ to them, the extent to which charts or concept maps. Sometimes creating tables 
I M Kl I \ f *^ UM* yourpersonalworthishmged to die outcome, your will help you to discnminate between theones or' 
gie.Manageame levels ot stress mobilize your sense ofadequacy will all affect die level of stress you systems that seem very similar. Devise your own 
resources and get you started on the tasks «„„„^„„.« ,.,o„c„f^r,«n;c,n^rf,^c„K,,.^frr,^ff«rinr«^^o«i«„. 
ahead, enabling you to lift performance. We 
need some force in our lives to overcome 
inertia. 
expenence. 
Your actual competence as well as your level of 
confidence has an important bearing on how you 
feel as you face up to exams. No matter howwell you 
manage the associated stress, this can never com-
pensate for basic deficiency in knowledge. Exa-
minadon readiness depends on preparadon, and 
this is one ofthe ways in which die stressful nature of 
the event can be mediated. The areas of the work in 
which you are vulnerable under pressure or those 
^ which have been insufTiciendy learned. 
ways of organising the subject matter into meaning-
ful categories. Long lists of unrelated facts are hard 
to remember. 
tVfake your revision task-centred rather than ume 
centred. Setdng realisdc work goals and planning 
your dme in terms ofwhat you want to accomplish. 
Reachingyour targetleads to a sense of achievement 
and lowers stress. 
Just as athletes train and actors rehearse in order 
to acquit themselves well in the high stress situation 
so can you develop performance plans to increase 
your comfort and skill in the examination setdng. 
To make sure that stress works for you rather than 
against you develop positive atttitudes. Negadve self-
statements such as "I know I'll go to pieces", "Pll 
never get through all this stuff', "Itjust won't go in", 
or "I always fall on my face when I try to tip the 
quesuons" are self defeating in effect and have some 
ofthe hallmarks of a self-fulfilling prophecy. They 
In line widi the saying that you never really know are likely to sabotage rather dian encourage effort 
something until you try to teach it, experiment with and are rarely even true. They resuh from faulty 
explaining the material if only to an imaginary au- thinkingand above all are disuncdy unhelpful. Such 
dience. Having to explain it demands a fuller un- atdtudes create anxiety and direct attention away 
derstanding. from the work at hand disrupting concentration. 
Worry can't possibly help and it can adversely affect 
You can pracdse past papers against dme and begin your performance. So take charge of your own thought 
to desensitize yourself to examination conditions, processes and use them, not to intensify the stress 
This has the added advantage of alerdng you to the you feel but to restore calm. Focus on how far you 
way in which you'll be asked to use the knowledge have come not on how far you have yet to go. Tum 
you've acquired and give you pracdce in organising die energy of self-cridcism into nurturant energy, 
your thoughts under pressure. You will always have Welcome arousal as an energising force with the 
to draw together ideas from a number of sources to potential to facilitate improved performances. Di-
answer examination questions. Examiners seldom rect your attention to your work and away from 
ask questions which allow you to produce die facts preoccupation with yourself so there is only room in 
in the order in which you have learned them. By your head for dioughts of success and the single-
testing your grasp of the subject in diis way and by mindedness diat will enable it. 
actively looking for the gaps in your knowledge 
beforehand, you pre-empt possible shocks in the 
exam paper. As Chairman Mao is reputed to have 
said "the examination system treats students as die PAT J A C K S O N 
enemy and attacks diem by surprise." COUNSELLINO S E R V I C R S 
b » « « 5 » 8 » » » W W ^ ^ 
Elections 
Well, the Annual General Eleclions are 
over, thank God. The new President of 
the Union is twenty-one year-old Com-
pulerScience student, Andrew Lamb and 
unfortunately it wasn't just a W.O.U.F. 
Week prank of the Electoral Officer. An-
drew is loved and respected by ail the 
staff of the U nion, except one or two mo-
ral reprobates. 
The Secretary for 1987 is Jorge |or-
quera. No-one knows much about Jorge 
and Jorge obviously knows even less 
about the Union, because hedidn't even 
know ihat he was running for a full-time 
position. However, he does seem like a 
really nice guy, and Cm prepared to sit 
down with him and tell him all I possibly 
can about the position. 
The battle for control of Semper was 
won by Karen Fletcher and Howard "I just 
couldn't resist a scoop" Stringer. Stringer 
will no doubt lead us all back from the 
wilderness and into a jungle of pointless 
and costly litigation. 
Anyway, that's enough from me. You 
can be the judge of their performance 
next year. 
Tertiary Fees 
A very successful National Day of Ac-
tion againstthe re-introduction of tertiary 
fees was held on Wednesday 24th Sep-
tember. Over three hundred Brisbane ter-
liarystudents gathered in the RomaStreet 
Forum area lo pledge support to the fight. 
Students were addressed by Mary 
Kelly, the President of the Queensland 
Teachers' Union, Peter O'Brien, Presi-
dent of Queensland Association of Tea-
chers in Independent Schools, Dave Un-
derwood, the state ALP'S education spokes-
person, Bevan Lisle, interim President of 
the Queensland Union of Students and 
others. The students were also entertai-
ned by several bands. 
At the conclusion ofthe rally roughlya 
hundred people marched on the Com-
monwealth Government Building from 
where they later dispersed. 
Other "highlights" included motorcy-
cle police trailing the buses returning to 
the University of Queensland and Brian 
Laws calling on the crowd to smash the 
ALP by voting democrat! 
The Union's campaign against fees is 
in full swing and those interested in being 
involved are encouraged to come up to 
the Union Building whenever they can. 
Banapple Bandshake 
Congratulations must go to recently 
appointed Activities Vice-President, Cora 
Trevarthenfororganisingoneofthe most 
successful union functions on record. One 
thousand, five hundred people attended 
Cora's "Banapple Bandshake" held on 
Wednesday, 24th Septemberinthe Main 
Refectory, and in between Cora's dulcet 
tones they heard, for just S4/$3, some 
very good music from eleven Brisbane 
bands. 
The winners of the Battle of the Bands 
contest were: Groovy Things (Encourage-
ment Award), Ceramic Eggplants (Presen-
tation Prize), Scruff the Cat Ord Prize), 
lovers in Bunkers (2nd Prize) and Thanks 
for the Fish (1 st Prize). Prizes were dona-
ted by CM.G. Amplifiers, The Music Junc-
tion, Smithy's P.A. and Stage Hire, Music 
Systems Recording Studio, Public Image 
Hair Designs, Channel Seven, Euroimage 
Photographies, D.S.A. Concert Systems, 
The Mask, 4Z2Z-FM and Cha Cha Maga-
zine. 
Academic Board - Reviews of 
Tenured Staff 
Finally, the University has accepted that 
the performance of teaching staff should 
be reviewed. Each year the review will be 
ten percent of tenured academics. This is 
still inadequate because it means that 
each lecturer will be looked at only once 
a decade. Yet the most disappointing as-
pect is that once bad lecturers have been 
identified they will simply be "encoura-
ged to improve". The U nion believes that 
the guidelines should have more "bi te". 
If students consistently fail their assess-
ment they are excluded. Yet the provi-
sion to sack lecturers has never been 
used. The Union now aims to tighten up 
this provision and specify the grievances 
for which disciplinary action can be taken. 
Students' Dental Service 
I am currently working on a submission 
to present to the Universitys Interim Stu-
dentServicesCommittee, which outlines 
a proposal for a Dental Service on cam-
pus. Dental services for undergraduate 
siudents have been set up at several sou-
thern campuses, and have been very po-
pular as many students find the prices 
charged by private dental practitioners to 
be quite a strain on their limited financial 
resources. 
Dr Janet Irwin, Director of Health Ser-
vices and Professor R. Stephens, retiring 
Professor of Restorative Dentistry, are both 
keen to be involved in the establishment 
ofaStudents'Dental Service. Atthsstage, 
it's hard to say how the rest of the Uni-
versity is going to react to our proposal, 
which suggests a small charge to patients 
(approximately $6) to cover the cost of 
expendable items, i.e. materials used in 
patients' mouths. Keep watching Semper 
for further developments. 
Education-howfreeshould it be? 
In thtt last few months tha Issue 
of education and the price of It 
has recslved much attention. 
Those who advocate education 
as a right sse attempts by the 
State and Federal to Introduce 
fees or private universities as 
an erosion of that basic right. 
Others who believe in privatise-
tion and fees see the moves as 
welcome steps to Improve edu-
cation standards. MARIA ANN 
MULCAHY Ioolcs at the Issue and 
the debacle It has caused In the 
last twelve months. 
AU in all it'sjust another brick in tlie wall. 
All in all it'sjust another brick in the wall. 
And so goes the line from Pink Floyd's hit of 
1979, "We Don't Need No Education". The 
fact is though, everybody needs it in these 
days of ever increasing uncertainty. The edu-
cation wall however has taken a beating in 
recent months with wars between private and 
public advocates. 
Early in the year there were moves by the Queens-
land Construcdon Company, John Holland Con-
strucdon to propose the building of a private uni-
versity on the site of the old Kangaroo Point Dock-
yards. The proposal won the support of the Qiicens-
land Minister for Educadon, Mr Ahem. Mr Ahem 
said such a university would provide untold finan-
cial and educational advantages for the State. 
That university is sdll in the pipeline and keeping 
it company is plans for anodier private university to 
be funded by diat entrepreneurial Aussie who cap-
tured the cup, Alan Bond. Like the Brisbane pro-
posal, the Bond proposal has faced a rocky recep-
tion. While diose in private enterprise have been 
delighted with die idea of a university that will cater 
to the needs of industry, educationalists have ex-
pressed concern that the university will not uphold 
proper teaching standards and will be too narrow in 
its curriculum. 
The year also saw the passing of legisladon by the 
Queensland Govemment to make student unions 
accountable for the money they spend. Many peo-
ple agreed with the idea of this accountability so they 
could see how their union levy was spent. 
The Student Unions however, saw the attempt as 
one dial would inhibit their operation. They said the 
move was polidcal and simply another attempt by 
the Queensland Govemment to undermine the 
rn, 
union structure ot the State. Thev saw moves to 
make Union levies, non-compulsory as yet another 
threat to their existence. 
And it didn't all end there either. Moves by the 
University of Qiicensland to set up an entrepre-
neurial centre of its own also received a mixed re-
ception, with the University's Student Union oppo-
sing the centre because ofwhat it called "the ever-
increasing trend toward commercialism in educa-
tion." 
The university however said research that the 
centre could do and the courses it could provide 
would benefit the public. 
Queensland has not been the only place where 
educadon has taken centre stage as an issue for 
heated debate. In NSW the educadon system and 
equal opponunity came to blows when a landmark 
case went before the and-discriminadon legislation 
was tested by none other dian a fourteen year old 
school girl. The issue- the girl was not allowed to do 
a computer course at her school. Her brother was 
allowed to do one ac his school. The closest she got 
•was to colour in pictures of computers. 
The result - she won and education was forced to 
change its ideas. 
All these issues have seen education become a 
ver\' newsworthy subject, but perhaps die issue diat 
vs-as to cause the biggest furore was the attempt by 
die Federal Govemment to bring in tertiar>' fees. 
Eariy attempts to impliment fees for tertiary stu-
dents were thwarted in their journey through the 
political process but the attempt didn't end there. In 
its recent budget the Federal Govemment aimoun-
ced die introduction of a S250 administrauon 
charge. 
A recent survey of students by the Sydney Mor-
ning Herald's Education Reporter, Anne Susskind, 
showed while some students were worried about the 
charge increasing as dme progressed, a significant 
portion saw the charge as a necessary in these hard 
economic times. 
Some of die students held the view that the charge 
could force some students into hard times or at the 
extreme, out of tertiary education, an equal number 
felt more students were being precluded from ter-
tiary education because ofthe inadequate education 
diey received at school. 
There was however an increasing concern that die 
charge would disadvantage students from working 
class backgrounds and women who did not have the 
same income opportunities. 
Mr Peter Cardwell, welfare and research officer at 
Sydney University, said the charge was just a fore 
mnner of something bigger and the $58 million 
revenue the charge would procure was 'paltry'. 
And so the campaigning by students continues as 
does the wars of words ajid dollars. Meanwhile the 
central concern - education - and public's right to it 
become more and more a political football tossed to 
and fro while all die life is squeezed out of it. 
That was the vear that was in education. 
Computer Information 
Screens 
Remember this election promise? Well, 
theTreasurer, Mark Herbert, was directed 
at the last Executive Meeting to make it a 
matter of priority to have information 
screens installed before the end of the 
year. These screens will be located in the 
refectories and possibly also in the main 
libraries, and will display a wide range of 
information, such as accommodation, 
part-time and vacation employment, and 
"what's on" notices. This move should 
greatly improve the ability of the Union 
to communicate with its members. 
Corpuscle Cup Winner 
The Blood Bank visited the University 
from the 4th to 7th August and had quite 
a good response, with a total of 835 do-
nors. The winner of the "Corpuscle Cup", 
calculated on a percentage basis of do-
nors to faculty members, was the Vet. 
Science Faculty. Seventeen percent of 
the students enrolled in that faculty gave 
blood. 
Union Council Meetings 
The 10th Ordinary Meeting of Union 
Council will be held on Wednesday 15th 
October at 6.15 p.m. in the New Whitlam 
Room. All are welcome to attend and 
speak lo and move motions. 
J E N N Y F O X 
U N I O N S E C R E T A R Y 
Education News -
LAI 02 Students 
There has been a furore over Criminal 
Law all year. The class was divided into 
two streams and has had markedly diffe-
rent lecturing. 
Initially the students were told there 
would be different examinations. 
Just recently, however, LAI 02 students 
were told the two streams were to have a 
common exam. "A" stream thought that 
they would be particularlydisadvantaged 
and almost the whole stream signed a 
petition to that effect. 
I discussed this matter with the Head 
of Department, Professor Walker. He has 
assured me that ratings for the separate 
streamswill still be allocated according to 
separate "bell curves". 
This doesn't of course solve all the pro-
blems of LAI 02 although it seems there 
may be changes in the structure of the 
course next year. Let's hope so. 
CRAIO ARNOTT 
EDUCATION VI cm-PRESIDENT 
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I DTH 
This yoar*s Union Election was 
boring. That ia until they star ted 
to count the votos. Conclusion, 
the greatest upset ever. QAVIN 
SAWFORDp sued for defamation 
over his art ic le on last year 's 
electlonp ventures an opinion 
again. 
FUNERAL IN BRISBANE 
" Boy Oh Boy!", dioughtjohnnie Vulkan. "What a 
town this is!" Johnnie was probably right, because 
he was in an expensive West Berlin bar in the middle 
of a Len Deighion spy novel. Perhaps he wouldn't 
have been so happy if he knew he was going to be 
killed in another six chapter's time. 
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"Bore Oh Bore", I thought, without the excla-
mation mark, as you may have noticed, because I 
was nowhere near Berlin or the sordidly attractive 
world of paperback espionage. Mind you, likejohn-
nie I didn't know if I was goingto be killed in another 
six chapter's time either. 
Normally at this time of the year the spectre oi 
rapidly approaching unemployment could be dis-
pelled with a litde light-hearted fun and ajolly good 
chuckle all round. 
Perhaps I'm different (I most probably am) but 
for me the Student Union's annual ritual disem-
bowellment, commonly called elections is always 
good for a laugh. There's nothing funnier {for me) 
than walching avaricious individuals desparately 
trying to hide iheir naked desired for money, power, 
imponance and attention behind a facade of respon-
sibility, rationality, duty and accountability. Things 
are generally helped along by a percentage of the 
candidates taking neither themselves nor the elec-
tions terribly seriously, and generally a splendid 
time is guaranteed for all. 
Not this year. 
This year everyone took everything far too seriou-
sly, and consequendy no-one had a very good time 
at all, least of all the voters, who, after all are the 
object of this exercise. No no. Whereas your average 
mn-of-the-mill common or garden variety of stu-
dent is nomially bombarded with all sorts of co-
lourful election posters, stunts, gimmicks, promises 
and personalities, this year a dreadful grey cloud of 
mediocrity descended over the entire proceedings 
from start to finish, heavily weighed down by reams 
of boring printed dialectical ideological diatribes. 
And they didn't even have funny cartoons printed 
wdl them this time. 
1 don't know whether it was the fall of die dollar, 
the budget, Allan Bond's continuing success, Navy 
Week, the games bid or the ever present new right 
lurking in the shadows, but this year's elections were 
absolutely still-bom. Mind you, it has a lot to do with 
the people mnning, too. 
MY BVERCHANOINO MOODS 
It's hardly been a boring year, so what went wrong 
with the election? 
To avoid a boring recapitulation of this year's 
exciting happenings at the Union, suffice it to say 
dial what really got the ball rolling was the sacking of 
Scoop Stringer from the downtown Semper offices 
for performing a litde Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
number on a set of confidential University minutes. 
It pains me to have to ascribe such political signi-
ficance, albeit unwittingly, to such a naivly unpo-
litical figure as this self made Lou Reed/Andy War-
hol ofwhat is laughably referred to as the Brisbane 
Underground Scene, but there you arc. There's no 
escaping the fact (unfortunately). 
Exit Howard, but his ghost may be heard as you 
past by that election stand , . . Hamlet's Dad has 
nothing on our boy Howard. 
Enter the Democratic Rights Activist Club, under 
die unfortunate acronym of DRAG (despite a pro-
fessed majority of vegetarians), who belatedly took 
up Howard's cause. DRAG is a loose coalition (they 
prefer the word collective) of politically and socially 
aware and alternative individuals, and like most 
politically and social aware and alternative indivi-
duals they can spot a conspiracy at fifty paces. Ho-
ward was simply trying to free the enslaved student 
body from die shackles of a sell-out executive and 
win the pulitizer prize at the same time, and the ALP 
hacb stacked Council and sacked him, and we all 
know what sell-out bastards the ALP are. Just look at 
Hawke, Keating, Button, Halfpenny , . . well cer-
tainly the first three any\vay. 
Sell-out bastards all of them, just like the ones 
foisted upon us at the last election. Well there was 
going to be no more selling out to the students and 
certainly no more crawling up to the state govern-
ment and brown nosing the Education Minister! 
DRAG were mad as hell, and they weren't going 
to t2d;e it any more. Open up the Union, no more 
plague, pestilence, famine and war, free votes to 
anyone that turns up to Union Council, collectivise 
the presidency and solidarity with the peoples of El 
Salvador, Chile, the Phillipines and South Africa. 
And they called themselves the Open Union Ticket, 
or OUT (these bloody acronyms), which is alot bet-
ter than last year's eifort of SSFDR, which attempted 
phonetically sounds like a car hitting a kangaroo. 
But eidier name was better than their main op-
position. Faced with a new invigorating challenge 
from a different end ofthe political sprectrum how 
did the divine-right keepers-of-the flame respond? 
With new exciting policies and an attractive mixture 
of experienced office-bearers and eager new re-
cruits? Of course not. That was too bloody obvious, 
and why make it hard for the opposition to win? The 
facts speak for themselves. 
None oftheir major executive candidate had held 
a position higher than faculty representative. None 
of them had been involved in the Union for more 
than a year. Ofthe "big three" executive positions 
(President, Secretary, Treasurer) not one of their 
candidates was a woman. There was not one exe-
cutive candidate who was not a member ofthe ALP 
Club, (It's not widely known, but in the past diere 
has been a fairiy equitable distribution of club and 
non-club members in "the team",) 
They were polidcal hacks without Union expe-
rience to back it up and modify their views, and 
nodiing was more indicative of this than the team 
name: TEAS -TheTeam for Education And Service. 
One of the most tired and hackneyed names ima-
ginable, and they didn't even get die acronym right, 
but I'll concede thatTFEAS is a bit hard to get your 
tongue around. 
Back in 1983 the team that first ran as TEAS won 
all die major positions they contested. If diis year's 
vintage thought that by using die same name they 
could repeat die success, they were sadly mistaken. 
They'd lost before they started, 
"LOVE IS IN OUR HEARTS . . . " 
Who was it that said die more things change, the 
more they stay the same? 
There's no denying the essential tmth of this nice 
litde line, and generally it can be applied just as 
nicelyto the Union Elecitons, But this year someone 
had thrown a real Spaniard in the works, and instead 
of the centralists fending off attacks from a loose 
coalition of the right, they were repelling borders 
from a loose coalition of the left, which naturally 
pushed the centralists further to the right. And for 
the first time the left coalition of OUT and various 
independents successfully managed to make the 
annual "TEAS equals ALP Club equals the anti-
christ" mud stick. Probably because this year more 
than any other it was tme. 
But enough of parties, what about the real issues 
at stake? The catering deficit? The state and federal 
government threats to tertiary students? Funding of 
Women's Rights? 
No, no, no. The real issue: the personalities of 
course. 
OUT fielded Amanda Ross as their presidential 
candidate. Doing her best Robert Gottleibson im-
personation, Amanda told assembled lecture-goers 
in hushed conspiratol tones of the urgency of the 
great OUT cmsade. There's nothing like a captive 
audience, as both candidates and voters find out to 
dieir respective pleasure and pain. It's a fine line. 
In keeping with their general policy of making it 
as easy as possible for the other side to win, TEAS 
ran a presidential candidate with the combined elec-
toral appeal of Barrie Unsworth and Richard Nixon. 
Darryl Cox may be a really nice guy, but he needs a 
few lessons in subde campaigning. Somehow Darryl 
just came across to the bored and indifferent masses 
as, well... boring and indifferent. And taking offhis 
glasses didn't really make things any better. 
Mind you, he can hardly be blamed when you 
take into account the excidng team of faceless men 
and women running with him-. Try and remember 
just two ofthe TEAS executive candidates. Go on, I 
dare you to. 
The simple fact is that the electorate was bored 
, . . j « » w . 
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rigid, and diis was refiected in the candidates from 
both teams. 
Normally the Activities candidates come to the 
rescue and save the day with some outrageous elec-
tion stunts and lots of wild promises and freebies. 
What did we get this year? A pair of vogue models 
with a cut-rate wardrobe that failed to match dieir 
hair-styles. 
And what ofthe "independent" Independents? 
One dark horse (in ever\' sense of the word was 
Indpendeni presidential candidate, Andrew Lamb. 
A piece of highly suspect fall-out from the TUFS 
meltdown of last year, Andrew was a man driven by 
spurned passion when his hoped-for Activities can-
didate defected to the other side. 
Andrew also realised (rather wisely) that he was 
the only candidate who stood to loose votes if he 
actually campaigned (last year he was such a liability 
to the TUFS teani ever>^  time he opened his mouth 
that diey forbade him from speaking at lectures). 
After a policy statement that contained the amazing 
revelation that "the ALP Club, as anvone who has 
die courage to face the facts knows (deleated on legal 
advice)", Andrew ver\' wisely kept his mouth shut 
and his ears open, saying nothing and hearing all. 
Everyone wrote him off, which is generally the best 
thing to do, but this time they had underestimated 
this John Howard ofthe Union Bookshop. 
One last area that can often be a pleasant diver-
sion to the more serious executive elections is Sem-
per, but tme to form there was no relief on that 
horizon either. Scoop Stringer maintained his rage 
and came back with a vengcnce and editorial partner 
Karen Fletcher. Who cares if Howard got his dates a 
bit mixed up on one of his funny litde publicity 
sheets which had Karen fighting the Boer War when 
she was minus 25? It was all a jolly jape, iuid al-
though it was pretty obvious that Howard hadn't 
seen "Breaker Morant", we shan't hold it against 
him shall we? He's only a journalist after all, and 
diey can't be expected to get their facts right all the 
time. Jusl keep those exposes rolling, Howard. 
But you can't really blame Howard, eidier. Faced 
with the opposition diat he was, in the form of the 
doubdessly well-intentioned but dreadfully lack-lusue 
Katrinajensen and Nadia Farha, he probably won-
dered why he had to run a campaign in the first 
place. It was all such a foregone conclusion. 
But fate can drive men to do strange things, and as 
the crazy grazier was so fond of saying, the only poll 
that counts is the one on election day. . . 
HAVE YOU EVER HAD IT BLUET 
And something went really wrong on election 
day. 
Somediing that not even Electoral Officer, Paul 
Lucas, and his sidekick, Eleanor Townsley, could 
have changed, even if they had wanted to. 
In an election widi one ofthe smallest turn-outs 
for the past ten years, voters rejected an>thing dial 
smelled remotely of TEAS and went overboard for a 
clutch of independents ranging from the sublime to 
the ridiculous. Underiying this quite specific rejec-
tion of TEAS in particular was a general rejection of 
any form of organised team, and nowhere was this 
more obvious than in the election of Andrew Lamb 
as President. So what went wrong? 
The fact that this inspirational leader could dump 
not only the TEAS candidate (which wasn't that hard 
to do) but the OUT candidate as well without even a 
campaign worthy of die name, suggests diat the 
electorate were pissed off with student politicians 
per se. In their hundreds (709 to be precise - which 
has to be the smallest majority in living memor\') 
they put a mark against the only candidate who 
hasn't repeatedly thrust himself down their collec-
tive throats. By his own admission Andrew spoke to 
a massive ten lectures, bul conversly insists that 
people voted for him because they knew him to be 
responsible, rational and accountable (which just 
goes to show how well they knew him). 
The result is all the more remarkable when you 
take into account die fact that OUT swept the exe-
cutive and claimed every other position ihcy had 
contested. 
Having survived a pre-selection batdc in the back-
rooms ofthe ALP Club that would have done Gra-
ham Richardson proud, many of the TEAS candi-
dates fell that the election was a mere fonnality, and 
this attitude of "we-biow-we-have-die-right-to-mle-
but-wc-have-to-go-through-this-tiresomc-election-
routine" was only too apparent in their campaign. 
Hopefully diey will lick their wounds, learn from 
their mistakes and spend die year assembling a di-
verse, experienced and generally more attractive 
team for the next elections. 
And when it came to Semper-well- meet the new-
boss, same as the old boss. 
Evidently ever '^one got fooled again. 
Andrew Lamb, Although many people dismiss him 
as one, Andrew is not the congenital idiot he may 
appear to be, and has quite strong views on non-
compulsorv' .student unionism and tertiary' fees. In 
fact he thinks diey're not such a bad idea. 
Andrew'.s view of die worid is also coloured by the 
extensive time he has spent working in the Union 
Bookshop, and deep down he is really a frustrated 
Treasurer. As President he's bound to lend lots of 
helpfid advice to Treasurer-elect Scott Barclay, a 
sobering thought indeed when one recalls Andrew's 
past desire to employ contract cleaners instead of 
the Union's regular clearning staff. Industrial rela-
tions within the Union, idways a potential minefield 
for student ofiice bearers, look set to explode next 
year. 
OUT reckon that they can win Andrew over widi 
love and affection and gentle reasoning, and I wish 
ihern every success, but I've seen a litde too much of 
Andrew in action to think he'll fall into line so easily. 
OUT's view ofAndrew is coloured by his siding with 
ihcin on ihc night ofthe Stringer sacking, but what 
ihcy fail to realise is that he only took up dieir cause 
because it gave him some shit to fling at this year's 
executive. In any other circumstances it would have 
been Andrew who moved the sack motion. 
The word most often used to describe ncxi year's 
Council is "interesting", which can mean anything 
you want it to. Hopefully it means that Council will 
become interesting enough to inspire a decent voter 
turnout at the next election, and a slightly more 
informed choice being made instead of emotive 
counter-reactions. 
That is, if Council is still around after this year's 
state election, because you can rest assured that the 
Bjeike boys haven't forgouen us, and somehow I 
think OUT's favoured tactics of confrontation will 
only add fuel to the flames of government inter-
vention and hasten the Union's demise. 
Either way, it's going to be one long hot Sum-
mer. 
No matter what you do. 
So OUT won more by default than anything else, 
and they shouldn't be too confident about their 
mandate. To ascribe their success to a general rai-
sing of the level of student consciousness is to a.s-
cribe to die student body a litde too much interest in 
elections. The only thing that voters knew about 
OUT was that they were not TEAS and therefore not 
the ALP Club, Thev're in for a rude shock next vear, 
and only Activities Vice-President-elect, Leo Ryan's 
free keg is going to make life bearable (and watch 
how quickly Leo forgets dial promise). 
Most pundits secredy hoped that TEAS would get 
a shon sharp shock, but didn't really want OUT to 
win eidier, due to an even lower level of experience 
widi the Union than that of TEAS. And it seems their 
fears may come tme. OUT Secretary-elect, Jorge 
Joquera, didn't know that he had mn fora full-time 
paid position (which admittedly is only marginally 
less than TEAS candidate Kevin Folei knew about 
die position) until he won it and thought he better 
find out what die Secretary did. 
But there does seem to be willingness of die OUT 
victors to learn in the remaining few months before 
diey take office what the\''re actually being paid to 
do. 
Alternatively die Union bureaucrac)' is such that 
most incumbants could quite happily sit out their 
twelve months dabbling in the vital issues of soli-
darity with the people of El Salvador, while the 
regular Union staff attend to the lesser matters of 
balancing the budget, reducing the catering deficit, 
making sure the security bus has a spare tyre, etc, 
etc, 
The real problem is going to be President-elect 
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A CHANGE IS AS 
GOOD AS A HOLIDAY 
SBYTE 
C E N T R E 
A DIVISION OF BYTE TECHNOLOGIES 
While you were on holidays, we were 
changing... our address. 
The Byte Centre can now be found at the 
more accessible location of 49 PARK ROAD, 
MILTON. 
We can now offer much more than before! 
• Better Training Facilities 
• A larger showroom area 
• Increased professional sales support 
• Improved service support 
• A more convenient location 
• Easy parking access 
Take advantage of our incredible discounts on 
the Apple Macintosh, backed up by seminars, 
electronic bulletin board, free technical 
magazine and LaserWriter Bureau. 
To get tlie fiill story and arrange a test drive of 
die Macintosh Plus, pop in and see our expert 
staff at our new location, or ring 369 4099 for 
an appointment. 
49 Park Road, Milton. Ph. 07 369 4099 
Grab a 
tankf ul on 
your way 
to uni... 
LiL.-» * - -
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Gailey Road 
TO THE CITY 
AMPOL H^  
TARINGAEASr ^^^ 
So you think that Brisbane Is a 
cultural wasteland'? Should the 
word 'Art ' conjure up Images of 
sterile ar t galleries? Not so. 
RAVI SIDHU went along to check 
out the ' 'That Contemporary Art 
Space*' and spoke to co-ordlna-
tor PAUL ANDREWS. The verdict 
-visual ar t Is alive a nd kicking In 
Brisbaneand making a dynamic 
presence. 
Establishing oneself as an artist isn't an al-
together an easy process. Consider the need 
for materials, studio and gallery space, pub-
licity and professional contacts and it's easy 
to see why many young artists fall by the way-
side, especially those who are unemployed. 
This is where art collectives come in. By pro-
viding the necessary financial support and an 
artistically conducive environment, they can 
go a long way in helping to launch an artistic 
career. "That Contemporary Art Space" is 
such a collective, run by artists for artists. 
Consisting often studio spaces plus gallery, 
it's located in one ofthe last three remaining 
original city warehouses in Brisbane. A non-
profit independant organisation of visual ar-
^f€. Paul Ajidrews describes visual arts as a 
cross between art and theatre, drawing some 
of its origins from Dada. 
The collecdve focusses mainly on unestablished 
young Queensland ardsts, but also serves as a show-
case for some interstate and overseas ardsts. As v/ell, 
it draws ardsts from the University of Queensland, 
the Insdtute of Modem An and other colleges of art. 
It opened in June 1985, and was inspired by the 
string of similar art spaces that have existed in Bris-
bane {such as One Flat). In the past year it has pre-
sented a number of shows, the notable ones being 
die group shows and Performance Week. 
The collecdve at present consists of die present 
studio artists as well as past ardsts, amounting to 
about ten people. As the term collective implies, it is 
mainly subsidised by the artists diemselves, who are 
mosdy unemployed. Most of the money required 
goes toward rent, equipment, publicity and die mon-
dily newsletter, and therefore the ardsts themselves 
receive no wages. They arc at present applying to the 
Visual Arts Board ofthe Australian Council and the 
federal and state governments for rent subsidies, 
since rent is their biggest expense. As well there is a 
current drive for sponsers and donations for the 
upcoming New York street art show. 
One of die features of the art space is the concept 
of Artist In Residence (the current one being Michelle 
Andringa), who are funded by the Visual Arts Board 
and work at the art space for four-week periods. The 
Ardst In Residence is required to be at the studios 
ever)' day and be available to the public. One ofthe 
benefits of such an artisi is the extra money they 
make available to the collecdve, thus making the art 
space more viable and trouble-free. 
ART ^ S P A C' F "'*""'""""""'-'"'""'""""""'»»"•" 
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One ofthe major advantages for an ardst joining 
an art collecdve such as this is the invaluable pro-
fessional experience gained. This, together with the 
mouvadonal support of a peer group situadon, ac-
cess to die public and professional contacts makes 
joining the collecdve an attracdve prospect for any 
budding young ardst. It comes as no surprise then 
that diere is a list of people wandng studio space 
here. 
That Contemporary Art Space has so far received 
a very good response from the public, and Paul 
Andrews attributes this to their central locadon, 
open access for the publicand thed jTiamic natureof 
the shows. Unlike formal art exhibidons, where the 
public only get to see the end result of die artist's 
work, the public are encouraged to come into die art 
space's studios to view what goes on behind the 
scenes and talk to the ardsts. Thus the public are not 
distanced from the artists, in contrast to usual art 
exhibidons where the fmalit)' of exhibidon is the 
only opporlunity the public gets in experiencing the 
artisuc process. The pubhc can witness First-hand 
the ardst as a living and dynamic part of his/her 
work, and it is this aspect ofthe art space that people 
seem to enjoy the most. People can also buy works 
here, the money going to the ardst. As well as public 
support some Queensland art galleries have expres-
sed interest in some of the works shown in the art 
space, which is always encouraging for the artists. 
The Brisbane City Council were planning to de-
molish the premises this year, but following a ped-
don, gave them a reprieve until the end ofthe year. 
This means that the collective will have to move to 
other premises next year. Plans for next year include 
support for the Queensland Anworkers' Alliance (a 
lobby group for the protecdon of Queensland in-
dependant visual ardsts) and development of poli-
cies for die selecdon of new works. The group is 
striving for greater professionalism in future works, 
but without putdng too much pressure on the ar-
dsts. They are also looking for new ardsts for next 
year. Necesssary criteria include competence, a pro-
fessional atutude, a broad oudook and knowledge of 
current issues. The art space also serves as a platform 
for informal nieedngs and discussions among ar-
dsts, including speakers from interstate and. over-
seas. There are future plans for organising forums 
through the Artworkers'. Alliance. 
According to Paul Andrews, an collectives tend 
not to be, and are not planned to be, long term 
operations, due mainly to fniancial obstacles and 
availability of studio space. However, even if this art 
space folds up in the near future die group will 
probably move on and form a new collecdve, having 
already gained the necessary impetus. 
Widi so few opportunides for young unestabli-
shed ardsts to start a career, it is easy to see why 
"That Contemporary Art Space" is such a valuable 
organisation in Queensland, and worthy of your 
support. The public is always welcome in the studios 
and I'm sure that diis can be confinned for yourself 
if you go along. 
COMINa EVENTS 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 7: Opening at 7 p.m. From 
Ifie Margins, installadon by Anne Marie Reeney. This 
project was assisted by the Visual Arts Board of the 
Australia Council, the Federal Governments Arts 
Funding and Advisory Body. 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 19: Opening party al 4 p.m. 
Outside Art, curated byToyoTsuchiyaand Malcolm 
Enright. Exhibition of New York Street An. .5 p.m. 
peifonnance by two local Street An Gangs, New 
Wave Art vs. United Style Kings. Exhibidon closes 
November 8. 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 11: Opening 7 p.m. Ex-
hibition of recent works of Darryl Graham. Exhi-
bition closes November 29. 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 2: Opening 7 p.m. Oc-
clusion. Exhibition of photography from the Obser-
vatory Caller)'. Curated by Leanne Ramsay, Anna 
Zsoldo.s and Robyn Grayjoindy widi Manynjolly 
closes December 20. 
DECEMBER 21-24: Brisbane Extravaganza. An and 
celebration. 
THAT CONTEMPORARY ART SPACE: Rear of 
20 Charlotte Street, Brisbane (next to Pancake Ma-
nor). Phone 221 2842. 
Everyong welcome to subscribe to monthly news-
letter for $5. All subscriptions and donauons to the 
above address. 
WRITERS WEEK WALKING TMRaK:;!I TlGI-niANi;) 
One of the less obtrusive high-
lights of Just departed Warana 
was Writers Week. Expanded 
from the previous years' Wri-
ters Weekend (which sounds 
like a Jacques TatI movie), It 
brought together and discus-
sed Australian writers and wri-
ting. ROBYN BORNHORST went 
along to stretch her mind and 
glean seme wisdom from the 
wordsmiths' ramblings. 
One of my very favourite pieces - "Bottlenut", the 
Macademia Nut. Not only did more people around 
me (in Ocean Grove, Victoria) not know that a 
Bottlenut tree was a Queenslarui Nut, but they 
thought a Queensland Nut actually came from 
Hawaii. We'd sold off our heritage just like tliat -
we're still doing it of course. Particularly in this slate. 
We're selling it off very quickly and smartly for afew 
dollars. 
This is what happens to a country that does not 
believe it's first rate. My belief in wliat a sense of place 
is it the knowledge that what we have is unique, how 
we must not let ourselves be sold out. 
THOMAS SHAPCOTT 
It was the Saturday of Warana Writers' Week 
and a panel of seven was discussing that sense of 
location which ties a novel to earth, "a sense 
of place". The four Queenslanders, Thomas 
Shapcott, Thea Astley, Gerard Lee and Rod-
ney Hall were talking about growing up here. 
Apparendy the two topics are strongly con-
nected. 
"I don't know how it's possible to becomea writer 
at all unless you've been a feral Queenslander," said 
Gerard Lee. To write a novel you had to have been 
arrested by the Queensland Police, hit cane toads 
with a golf club, waded through Brisbane River mud 
looking for that last crab-pot... "I think this is the 
torment at the hean of every great Patrick While 
novel. He must lie awake at night wishing he'd been 
bom in Queensland." 
It is true that Queensland has born, bred or spar-
ked many of Australia's leading literary lights. 
"Queensland Cultural Centre", the site of Writers' 
Week, is not a contradicdon in terms, as a mnning 
media joke 'down south' would suggest. "Queens-
land Cultural Centre - a truism?" is a topic that 
Gerard Lee might like. Anyway, having disposed of 
die obligatory defence of Queensland . . . 
For twenty-five years there has been a Warana 
Writers' Weekend. This year it was expanded to a 
week, which made it vulnerable to comparisions 
widi the Adelaide Fesdval Writers' Week. 
Warana did not suffer in the comparison, The 
Chairman ofthe Warana Literary Arts Council, Mr 
Laurie Muller, said that the Adelaide Fesdval week 
was very much an intemadonal one, with only six to 
eight Australian writers. 
He said Warana embraced the whole scope of 
Australian literature, with a strong focus on Queens-
land writers. 
It was tme, they didn't need overseas names. A 
group of forty-three writers which included Victo-
rian Helen Gamer, Tasmanian Christopher Koch, 
and Thomas Shapcott from Ipswich generated 
enough variety. Overseas literature is almost un-
affordable these days anyway. 
The topics for panel discussion were "A Sense of 
Place", "The Autobiographical Element in Fiction", 
"Is Biography History?" - which showed, disap-
poindngly, that Newjoumalism is dead, vrith every-
one siding with fact instead of fiction - and "Ethnic 
Writing Not Australian Yet?" 
Though die topics did not raise regionalism in 
Australia, it became a dieme of the discussion of "a 
sense of place". 
Christopher Koch said that the strong regional 
feeling in Australia resulted from the size of the 
country, which was so big one couldn't idendfy with 
all of it. "It's good to have this rich and varied re-
gionaHsm". 
He said Tasmanians have a strong feeling of the 
island, which is "something you can contain . . . 
you're familiar with every hill and mountain", while 
mainland Ausiralia seemed vast and incomprehen-
sible. In a country with such variadon, Koch said it 
was the writer's central posidon to create "a whole 
internal as well as external geography for our peo-
ple." 
Helen Garner described the challenge of creadng 
a feeUng of Melbourne - "I used to be envious of 
writers who could mendon a placename like Paris 
and that's all you'd need to say about what that place 
looks like, because anybody who's ever read any-
thing or seen films has a Paris of the mind. I used to 
hope I could make Melbourne have that effect on 
people." 
Tom Shapcott's eariy infatuadon with Dylan Tho-
mas was based on this creauon of a sense of place. 
"He made a small village on the coast of Wales the 
centre of the universe while you were reading his 
poetry... and that was a very powerful thing for me; 
because if someone could make a small village in 
Wales die centre of the universe why should not 
Ipswich be die centre ofthe universe?" 
A sense of place is an essence of life, but it is easily 
violated, pardcularly in development-crazed Queens-
land. 
"I used to think for a while that Cairns was my 
town," said Thea Asdey, "but I was back there last 
week- it isn't my kind of town at all. Fifteen years ago 
it was Graham Greene country, now it's an absolute 
horror of high-rise and suburban development, a 
kind of Disneyland flavour overall. And ofall the 
awful things it's going bald- there are dny patches of 
rainforest that have been sold up in two acre blocks 
in the hills behind Cairns. 
"So I guess I haven't got a place anymore now, 
except it's where I put my tube biro and my battered 
typo. I know I can get in touch with my kid and my 
husband and the phone rings and it's a friend -
there's poached eggs on toast which is my favourite 
meal, and that's my sense of place." 
The relauonship between the writer's experience 
and his ficdon was discussed by die Sunday panel, 
"The Autobiographical Element in Ficdon". 
The writers agreed with Georgia Savage's smile of 
reality as the melody line with the imaginadon for 
improvisadon. It is a tentadve division. While Helen 
Garner's "Monkey Grip" was virtually written from 
her diary, she says she now can't remember which 
bits happened and which bits she made up. 
Gerard Lee said his autobiographical material 
was more in the nature of a confession, which is 
intriguing for anyone who has read "Tme Love and 
How to Get It". Gerard said he now denies it all. 
Apan from the panel discussions there were mor-
ning sessions with a range of topics- Hugh Lunn on 
his biography of "Joh Bjelke-Petersen" and his war 
study "Vietnam", Craig Munro on "Inky Stephen-
son: Wild Man of Letters", Nancy Cato "A Lady Lost 
in Time", or poetry readings by sixteen poets, in-
cluding Sylvana Gardner and Philip Neilsen, which 
were held in the gallery or on the bank of the ri-
ver. 
"We are very keen for public access," Laurie Mul-
ler said. "There's probably something in it for every-
one." 
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There was, and it was well attended by a typical 
Brisbane crowd - including someone who looked 
like Demos Roussos, a few pinko radicals, Harry 
Buder, my uncle, die lead singer of "Simply Red", 
and an old boyfriend's grandmodier. You don't 
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A Oescant for 
Gossips 
have to belong to some intellectual or economic 
elite to get cultcha up here, you were right Mr Mul-
ler. 
But aldiough diere's a more healdiy aunosphere 
for writers in Queensland than there used to be, 
most ofthem were going home, down south, when 
the week finished. 
Gerald Lee left some advice for the young aspi-
ring writers who might be following him on the trek, 
which he said had been misrepresented as a refugee 
ffail. He saw himself more as "going forth with a 
mission", and "always with a banana in my coat 
pocket". 
1. Make sure you look the part- don't worry about 
what you've written. 
2. Throw out everything that isn't black. If your hair 
isn't black, dye it Anyway, you'll be a mix and match 
success. 
3. Don't take any fruit. Twisdes, cheezels, cornflakes 
and coco-pops are in. So are cheap but ideologically 
sound ethnic restaurants - try Vietnamese and Le-
banese. 
4. Don't sell your soul to the Sydney north shore set 
for ABC scriptwork. 
5. To surf is to sin. Ifyou go to Bondi and must swim, 
wear all your clothes into the water, including your 
sunglasses. 
6. Develop a cappucino addiuon and use terms like 
"patriarchal discourse" or "America sucks". Learn 
to say of Queensland "You hated it up there. The 
pigs are so hea\7." You're a polidcal refugee. Beat 
up a few good anti-Joh stories and boiled banana 
recipes. 
A8W(^!f»N!*l(Jlrti»•<!«>m«an«Jw>l^tlotfIWrt|^^ 
And remember that diere are no literary careers at 
the moment in Australia. 
Finally, don't forget the Queensland Way is taking 
over. It's estimated the cane toad wil! reach Circular 
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ROCK AND ROLLCIRCUS 
"HJoorayforthe circus'*-or SO 
the song goes. That was the 
Old circus but now there's a 
new form of circus entertain-
ment set to take the world by 
storm. MARIA ANN MULCAHY 
looked at this new Innovative 
circus entertainment and some 
of the problems It Is currently 
facing. 
For a week in November the circus is coming 
to town. But this is not going to be your ave-
rage circus and actually it's already in town 
preparing for the big week. 
The circus is the Rock n Roll Circus, arranged by 
'Street Am', Brisbane's Community Theatre Com-
pany. 
The Circus is the brainchild of a specialist in the 
field, Mr Lachlan McDonald. Mr McDonald hasjust 
come back from eight months training with the 
Nanjing Acrobadc Troupe in China. He also spent 
rime with the renowii childrens' troupe, the Flving 
Fruit Fly Circus. 
Mr McDonald said die project began back in 
March and had twenty-five acrobats and many mu-
sicians to perform. 
Mr McDonald said the show was unique in its for-
mat. 
"There's going to be a stunning mix of thrills and 
5 ^ ^ ' 
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spills with bodi men and women doing physical and 
comic acts. 
"We arc irving to make the show ver)' upbeat, and 
have currendy got a large group of people working 
on a percussion piece using digeridoos and forty-
four gallon drums," he said. 
Mr McDonald said one of die major aims ofthe 
circus was to keep the show non-sexist. He said both 
men and women would be doing similar tricks and 
costumes would be similar for both se.xes and not 
like traditional circus costumes. 
"We are also hoping to ihrowin some comic skits. 
Some of our previous work has been in sadre and we 
are thinking about doing somediing on the h)pe 
that surrounds Christmas," Mr McDonald said. 
Street Arts hopes the circus will be as successful as 
some ofits previous productions. In 1985 the Com-
pany produced 'Next Stop West End' which recei-
ved wide acclaim in theatre circles. 
Although there are no plans for the circus to 
travel, travel is not unfamiliar to the company 
Mr McDonald said the company enjoyed interac-
dng with communities and some ofthe places where 
workshops had previously been conducted inclu-
ded Logan Cit)', Inala, Innisfail and A)T. 
However groups like Street Ans often face one 
major drawback. All the enthusiasm in the worid 
needs more than just good intention to make shows 
like the Rock n Roll Circus a success. 
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Funding, or rather the lack of it is something that 
plagues most amateur theatre groups and perfor-
mers. Unlike professionals in the entertainment in-
dustr)', these performers have not got the resources 
to spend and in turn make money. 
Mr McDonald said the Rock n Roll Circus had 
received S5,000 from the Community Arts Board of 
the Ausiralia Council but another $20,000 was be-
ing sought in private sponsorship. 
He said at present die troupe only had enough 
money to just cover the cost of the venue. 
"We need sponsors with vision, who are willing to 
financially back this excidng new development in 
Queensland and Australian Perfonning Arts. 
"I hope we will be able to get a lot of media 
coverage for the circus when it starts so anyone who 
does sponsor us will get prominent acknowledge-
ment. 
"It is important that amateur theatre groups be ) 
given the chance to perfonn because they manage to 
reach a far wider cross-secdon of people than pro-
fessional theatre often does," Mr McDonald said. 
Don't miss die Rock n Roll Circus for worid class 
coniemporaiy circus entertainment. 
The circus is .scheduled to begin in November 26 
and will run till Saturday December 6 at the Rialto 
Theatre in West End. 
Jl t^%^vw 
T O N E S : E r i c J o h n s o n , 
R e g u l a r R e c o r d s 
t h r o u g h WEA 
What can you say about a guitarist 
who is recommended by ZZ Top 
and has played with Chnstopher 
Cross (as his publicity biography 
so humbly tells). This is essentially 
the great difficulty in considering 
this album: Johnson is, in all pos-
sible meanings of the word, a musi-
cian, but it is the music he plays, 
albeit brilliantly, that is the big draw-
back. 
His mostsimilarcolleague is Charlie 
Sexton-bothare/were child progidies, 
playing the U.S. night club circuit be-
fore they reached puberty etc, etc. and 
both are almost impossible to listen to 
for any length of time. Unlike Sexton, 
Johnson does have the redeeming fea-
ture of a few bearable songs, but this is 
alL His major problem is that he plays 
very unimpressive, unoriginal, bland 
music with great lechnlcal prowess. If 
he retained the prowess and changed 
the music he would be great. 
Another unfortunate aspect of this 
record is the inclusion of a synthesizer 
dominated backing band. All through-
out it the insullerable syrupy strings 
and brass sounds generated by these 
silicon chip machines completely 
drown out the "star attraction". 
This is not to say this LP, isn't worth a 
listen, three of the songs are quite inte-
resting and are good enoug on their 
own to justify discarding the idea of 
inflicting irreparable damage to John-
son's fingers. These songs are "Eme-
rald Eyes", a sort of innovative form of 
jazz-rock fusion. "The Desert Song", a 
fantastically played semi-classical 
piece which suffers from sounding like 
il was made up as he went along, and 
"Victory", a light rock song a litlle like 
Mark Knopfler meets Kilavo. Two of 
these have straight instrumentals, and 
Ihus indicate the virtue ol junking the 
lechno-monsters or at least turning 
them down. Also these two don't fea-
ture Johnson's very dodgy singing 
which would have been well lell off the 
LP. It may be a good idea to approach 
these three songs a little sceptically 
because anything could appear good 
compared to the rest of the sterile rub-
bish on this album. Myadvice-give ita 
play but don't get carried away with 
Eric Johnson's musicianship, on the 
scarce occasion il becomes discern-
able from the backing din. And beware 
of anyone - no matter how skilled on 
the Irelboard - who is "sponsored" by 
Fender Guitars. I think I'll slick to Stan-
ley Jordan for gee-whizz guitar play-
ing. 
ROBKRT MoKINNON 
S T A T E O F 
E M E R G E N C E 
4ZZZ has finally graduated from 
airwaves lo grooves. After ten years 
they have decided fo burst onto 
vinyl with a compilation album of 
some of the best of the current Bris-
bane bands. 
'State of Emergence' will be laun-
ched on October 10th al University of 
Queensland Refectory in an extrava-
ganza featuring the fourteen bands fea-
tured on thealbum. 
fv/lost of the album tracks deal with 
political issues. This band of bands is 
led by Ihe 'Revolutionary Chorus' Joh 
must go. 'Trash of all Nations', Trusted 
Few', 'One Big Union' and 'Post No 
Bills'. It's ironic that such an album is 
due to be released jusl prior to the Slate 
Election. Maybe the album should be 
entitled 'State of Emergence'. 
'State of Emergence' contains vary-
ing musical styles, from synth pop to 
calypso, from Murri (aboriginal rock) to 
rythmic dance. 
The album is a first for Queensland 
as it gives the fourteen bands a break 
from the underpaid live music scene of 
Brisbane. 
Zeds Promotions Manager, Deb 
Strutt, expects the album will stir natio-
nal interest as it captures the re-emer-
gance of the progressive and innova-
tive music scene for which Brisbane is 
so well known as birthplace of The 
Saints, Riptides, Go Betweens and 
Ups and Downs. 
'Stateof Emergence' was made pos-
sible by the co-operation of Brisbane 
musicians,ar1ists,and promoters, Bris-
bane companies - Sound Proof Stu-
dios and Sundown Records and Bris-
bane's only independent, alternative 
music station, 4ZZZ-FM. 
SEAN MOBRIDE 
The FUtmittg MtissoUnis 
WATCHING THE FILM 
W A T C H I N G T H E F I L M : 
T h e F l a m i n g 
M u s s o l l n i s 
"Watch ing The Film" is an inventive 
album that's made up of songs 
which have either very interesting 
or meaningless lyrics depending 
on how one looks at them, 
Failing to decipher the hidden mes-
sage behind them, I none the less, en-
joyed hearing these absorbing lyrics 
pour out of the speakers. 
The first song "My Cleopatra" is one 
of the best and gets you into the feel of 
lhe"Flaming Mussollnis" while the lasl 
song "Masuka Dan" caps off this sen-
sational experience superbly. 
Generally the musicis on thequieter 
side with a few exceptions in "My Cleo-
patra", "Catholic Wedding" and "Ma-
suka Dan". 
The lyrics appear to have derived 
from the songwriter's ideas and then 
expanded in a very vague way. On 
some occasions during the album one 
sees glimpses of understanding but 
this is quickly lost. The lyrics deal with 
such issues as "Catholic Wedding", 
the suicidal theme of nuclear arms in 
"Swallow Glass" and indefinite ram-
blings of a man called "Masuka Dan". 
Yet, all in all, the lyrics along with 
very good music and sound produc-




L A N D I N G O N WATER: 
N e l l Y o u n g , Q E F F E N / 
WEA 
It has to happen sometime - al-
though some cynics might say it's 
been happening all along - poor 
old Neil, responsible fora back ca-
talogue, almost as diverse as the 
Beatles, had managed to "diver-
sify" into something he hasn't be-
fore fully achieved: a completely 
rotten record. Every LP. he has pre-
viously recorded has had at least 
one redeeming feature, and often 
many, yet "Landing on Water" ex-
plores new horizons in sensory re-
jection. For the ears: the music con-
tinually irritate with tuneless abra-
sive rock - the melody equivalent 
of fingernails scraping against a 
blackboard. For the eyes, (lyrics pro-, 
vided) the once astute words of 
Neil Young have become twisted 
into consen/ative acceptance of 
the world of 1986. 
What he has done is to reject his 
past philosophy of stepping back and 
obsen/ing society for better or for 
worse- revelling in the better and con-
demning the worse. With this record he 
has etched into vinyl his 80's political 
mentality - embracing contemporary 
society for all that it is with an "if you 
can't beat'em join'em" policy- accep-
ting the facts of the times without many 
values. The reason for this is he has 
simply got old - the Greenwich Village 
hippie has become the middle-aged, 
Reagan supporting lamily man; the 
Big Chill. 
The proof of all this is in just about 
every song; "t used to carry the weight 
of the world on my back... but when I 
met you girl! dropped the weight of the 
world" (Weight of the World); "Cause 
the tye-dye sails are the screamin' 
sheets, and the dusty trail leads to 
blood in the streets, and the wooden 
ships are a hippie dream, capsized in 
excess if you know what I mean .. . 
Another flower child goes to seed in an 
ether-filled room of meat-hooks, it's so 
ugly" (Hippie Dream); "Don't tell me 
hard luck stories and I won't tell you 
mine... I don't want no more from you, 
won't do what you want me to" (Hard 
Luck Stories); "Too much pressure for 
peace on earth, too much trying to get 
your money's worth . . . don't feel no 
pressure Irom me" (Pressure).This just 
about sums up his new attitude: no 
more weight of the world, no more hip-
pie dreams, no more hard luck stories, 
and no more pressure for change from 
Neil. 
The accompanying bio to this re-
cord acclaims it as something awfully 
close to a masterpeice, a comment I 
find difficulty in discovering any evi-
dence or reason to back it up. Also it 
describes "Landing on Water" as "Mu-
sic that invites you to dance and trans-
cend at the same time." The compre-
hension of the conceptual implications 
of a statement such as this is indeed 
mind-bogglingly difficult - especially 
when it (whatever "il" actually means) 
couldn't possibly apply to this offering. 
Rather aptly the artwork and photo-
graphy for this LP. revolve around a 
plane crash in the sea - including a 
picture of Neil equipped with a lifejac-
ket as water rises around the aircraft's 
windows. If he had released the photo, 
pretended he had died, changed his 
name, finished his career with the bril-
liant "Old Ways" and not made this re-
cord, he would go down in historyas an 
eclectic and poignant songwriter who 
desen/ed to be one ol rock 'n' rolls's 
greatfigures.Hedidn'tand because of 
this record he ought never again re-
ceive the same respect. But this is only 
my opinion. 
ROBERT MoKINNON 
G U N - S H Y : 
T h e S c r e a m i n g B l u e 
M e s s i a h s 
Their press release boasts the 
Screaming Blue Messiahs to be 
the biggest and best British band 
to emerge this year. I for one don't 
think so, especially with the likes of 
the Housemartins hovering around. 
However this album does provide 
an enjoyable relief from the quag-
mire of current rock mediocrity. 
"Gun-Shy" is the debut album from 
this London based power trio fronted 
by vocalistand guitarist. Bill Carter. Ori-
ginally from the earlySO's R&B quartet 
Motor Boys Motor, Carter appears to 
have formed a band with a vengeance 
on the current rock scene. The SBM's 
bland of powerpop encompasses a fear-
some and venomous sound with a per-
vading sense of aggression and ur-
gency. Carter's angry voice is ideally 
suited to the aggressive percussion 
and ricochetting power-guitars that is 
the essence of their music. With their 
music moving at such a frantic pace, it 
comes as no surprise that one of Bill 
Cater's biggest passions is thrashing 
the shit out of his beat-up 1968 Chev-
rolet 
S O 
True to their R&B roots, the band 
cite their main influences as being 
early Who and Dr Feelgood. One can 
also nole similarities to vintage Clash 
and Captain Beefheart. It also appears 
that they've learnt a few lessons from 
ZZ Top, But unlike ZZ Top's mindless 
accelerations, the SBM's music retains 
some intelligence and eloquence. 
Face 1 of thisdisc, is easily thebetter 
side with most of its tracks having an 
immediate appeal. "Wild Blue Yonder", 
probably the best track on the album, 
opens the side with some pretty nitty 
percussion and guitar rilfs. The other 
standout track is the anthemic "Smash 
the Market Place", with its obvious po-
litical overtones. "I'm going to smash 
the market place" decrees the hoarse-
voiced Carter, and boy is he one angry 
man! But unlike the chest-beating po-
litical-pop of bands like the Redskins 
and Easterhouse, the SBM's have no 
pre-conceived ideologyordogma, ma-
king their music generally more acces-
sible. This is not to say that politics has 
no place in popular music, but that good 
politics does not necessarily equate 
with good music (hark all ye Redskins 
fans). 
Face 2 of Ihe record tends to lull into 
repetition and Carter's voice can get a 
bit monotonous after a while, the only 
redeeming track being "President Ken-
nedy's Mile", with its almost punkabilly 
flavour. However, this should nol de-
tract the listener too much from the al-
bum in general. 
This is not a record foryourtwin-type 
placid listener, bul for fans of fast R&B 
it is definitely one to consider. It has 
generated good reviews in the English 
press and it looks like it might make its 
mark here too. At a time when current 
rock music is regressing into the 70's 
era, the SBM's have fashioned a debut 
album that threatens to drive a sharp 
nail into current rock consciousness. 
RAVI S IDHU 
T M f- S C R ii A iM I -N G T R IB E S M Ii N 
r O V O !•• f M li T 0 W N 
T O P OF T H E T O W N : T h e 
S c r e a m i n g T r i b e s m e n , 
E . P . 
The Screaming Tribesmen scream 
no longer. 'Top of the Town" is the 
old Tribesmen with a sweeter sound. 
They haven't sold their souls, merely 
moved them to a more commer-
cially viable position. 
The cover of the E.P. is an indication 
of the vinyl inside-new clean clothes, 
gloss and a look possibly a shade lo 
much remeniscent of the Uncanny X-
Men. The Screaming Tribesmen rock 
harmony can be traced as far back as 
"Igloo", "Top" however is the evolution 
of that sound. But gone is the touch of 
nastiness apparent on Ihe last E.P,, "A 
Date With A Vampire". This is early 70's 
North-East American rock a la Austra-
lian, without the rough edge. Any more 
of a move to pop and the Screaming 
Tribesmen may find themselves loos-
ing their old admirers. Even with this in 
mind, slick rock with an eye on the mo-
ney machine, I can still say the music 
works. 
Vocalist, and only Brisbanite left, 
Mick Medew, manages to be quite har-
monious leading the band through six 
sing-a-long rock songs. The drive is 
still there, as is the energy which shoul-
dn't lessen the impact of their loud, 
agressive stage show. There are the 
inevitably irresistable tunes, namely 
"You Better Run", "Dreaming Of You" 
and "Infidel". Here, vocals, power and 
harmony mix best to create some of 
Australia's better "independent" sounds. 
Slick and well produced, but still good 
listening. 
FRANK NEORIC 
A T A C A M E N O S : l l l a p u . 
E M I 
lllapu are a Chilean folk group play-
ing traditional instruments in a pro-
gressive folk style. Having been 
around since 1970 they are still re-
latively unknown over here, although 
in Chile (which they have been ex-
pelled from for political reasons) 
they are superstars, while in Europe 
and even North America they are 
quite recognised. 
The record is split into half instru-
mentals and half vocalsongs. Ifyou are 
into lyrics you will find yourself hard up 
asall is spoken in Spanish.and there is 
no lyric sheet. But nevertheless one 
can still feel the passion in the vocals. 
They usually deal with the equally pas-
sionate topics of the struggle ol the 
ordinary Chilean people, their fight 
against social ailments and their ability 
to sun/ive. Here one can't help but re-
member the magnificent left-wing Chi-
lean folk singer, Victor Jara, who was 
murdered by the military in 1973, he to 
was part of the same passionate Latin 
folk scene. The vocal harmonies are 
wonderfully energetic, rising to screams 
and yells then falling away to hums. The 
power created on the record is not just 
heard but felt. The instrumentals sfiow 
an amazing dexterity bythe musicians, 
playing a wide range of traditional in-
struments. The percussion and strings 
are played beautifully, but the clinch 
has to be the wind section, which can 
be surprisingly zesty or haunting de-
pending on the mood of the song. 
This is music with feel and passion, 
which hasn't yet been totally incorpo-
rated into Western music or Western 
culture, it is not Latin American tourist 
bureau music, it is music meant to 
move not numb. The songs in Spanish 
and the Latin India feel may deter, but 
the album can still be enjoyed by non-
Spanish speakers in the same way as 
one listens to Eastern music, Ravi Shan-
kar, Ruben Blades (another Latin) or 
any number of other indigenous folk 
groups, This is music with spirit and 
force, 
FRANK NEORIC 
T R U E C O N F E S S I O N S : 
B a n a n a r a m a . 
L i b e r a t l o n / E M I 
Who would have thought Banana-
rama would have lasted long 
enough to make three albums? 
And more to the point- should they 
have ? The answer to this second 
question cannot be stated in sim-
ple yes/no terms, because True Con-
fessions would be an excellent mini-
LP. with five or sixsongs on it, while 
as it is, il is only a half-good long 
player. 
When they lirst came onto the field of 
popular music (apparently through not 
very sound means) I had the impres-
sion that they v/ere tyring to be the An-
gels, Chiftons, Ronetles, Crystals and 
Shangri-Las of Ih 1980's, and I consi-
dered this to be an exemplorary am-
bition. With greal fizz-pop singles like 
"Shy Boy", "Boy Trouble", "Cruel Sum-
mer", "Really Saying Something", "Na 
Na Hey Hey..." and of course "Robert 
DeN iro's Waiting" it seemed they were 
doing a fine job, Bananarama were ne-
ver as good as their 60's forebears but 
still O.K., even if they did sound like one 
singer triple-tracked - no harmonies. 
Now on much of this album they'vegone 
and gol sophisticated. Shame, because 
it is no good. Of course, some of the 
songs are still great. "True Confessions", 
"Ready Or Not", "More Than Physical" 
and the brilliant cover of "Venus". "Ve-
nus" deserves special mention, even 
though it's already being played to 
death, because it is anything but re-
vivalism - something hard to find - it is 
•v.--' C^-^f'i 
1986 in everything but theoriginal date 
of composition - more please. 
Sadlythis is all you get,the restof the 
album declines rapidly from hereand a 
couple of other songs are not too bad 
but that's all - the rest are dismal. Mu-
sically they sound like the synthesizer, 
sequences and drum machine program-
mers (probably the only humans to 
have a musical input apart from a 
lonely bass guitarist) were either not 
interested or bored, and lyrically, well 
obviously affected sophistication does 
not really have much chance when mi-
xed with a literary talent which makes 
"Da Do Ron Ron" sound like Byron. 
Altogether, rather sad. 
ROBERT MoKINNON 
2 1 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND SPORTS 
AND PHYSICAL RECREATION ASSOCIATION 
wishes to advise that 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
will be held on 
FILM PASSES 
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 
The first 25 people who 
can successfully identify 
this prominent politician 
fronn this 1968 photo, and 
then can negotiate their 
way to Semper Office and 
find the editor will each 
receive a double pass to 
Schonell's presentation of 
"Can She Bake Cherry 
Pie?" (reviewed in this 
very edition). 
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O 
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sciNEMA mmmmmMmm^&m^$i^ma^ 
During Oolober, the Soho< 
n«ll Tlt«atr« will b * r«< 
sor««nlng two cult olaa-
• ioa of tho last few years -
Ropo Man and Liquid Sky -
movloa for the adventu-
rous. 
R E P O M A N 
In the opening scenes of "Paris 
Texas", Harry Dean Stanton is seen 
tramping wordlessly across the de-
sert, more dead tfian alive. 
"Repo Man" is the film he appeared 
in before that, and it's such a crazy, 
brain-boiling experience that it is easy 
to think this was Ihe film that made him 
look the way he did. 
Rapo Men are to capitalism what hit-
men are to organised crime- the hired 
help. They repossess cars when the 
payments get behind. Repo Men are 
are a breed apart and Harry Dean plays 
Bud, one of the best. 
"The ordinary person spends his life 
avoiding tense situations, Repo Man 
spends his life getting into tense situa-
tions," Bud tells his new recruit Otto, 
played by Emilio Estevez (Martin 
Sheen's son). 
To Otto, Repo Men are scumbags. 
But then so is everyone else. Otto is an 
American punk: cropped hair, cruicifix 
ear-ring, one of a lost generation. He is 
committed to nothing so he finds it 
easy to slip into the role of Repo Man. 
"Wow, this is intense", he cries after his 
first iob, giving the key to his motiva-
tion. 
The movie was written and directed 
by a young expatriate Englishman, 
Alex Cox, and it's an auspicious feature 
film debut; an original, energetic, bru-
tally funny farce, thoroughly nasty and 
thoroughly enjoyable. 
The credits roll over computer maps 
of Route 66, the trans-America high-
way, and like the road, the satire is 
coast to coast. Otto works in a super-
market where everything comes in 
plain cans marked BEERorFOODand 
his parents are dope-smoking hippies 
devoted to a TV evangelist. 
The only person who evinces any 
purpose is Bud who lives by the Repo 
Code which he tries to instil in his 
young protege. In a cockeyed sort of 
way, the movie is a statement about 
commitment, about taking personal re-
sponsibility. 
It's also a moral tale about greed 
and the worshipof false gods told in an 
outlandish form. One of the basic tar-
gets of the satire is the content of Holly-
wood movies themselves, particularly 
ones with small creatures from outer 
space. 
The setting is thoroughly urban, but 
about as far irom the nice part of town 
as you can get. Otto lives and works in 
five-and-dime muggers' territory, do-
minated by Ihe automobile and the 
road. 
Along this road comes a '64 Chevy 
Malibu driven by a sweating, incohe-
rent guy with broken sunglasses. He 
has something awful in the boot, some-
thing that melts anyone who peeks in-
side. 
The stuff in the trunk might be from 
outer space, but it's also a metaphor for 
nuclear war. As a dramatic device, it's a 
deliberate reworking of the nuclear hor-
ror-in-a-box used by Robert Aldrich in 
his bleak 1955 detective thriller, i^iss 
Me Deadly (soon lo play again at the 
New Mandarin). Cox's point is the 
same: that the stuff is not benevolent 
(and that certain Hollywood movies 
aren't either). 
Alex Cox's directing style is absolu-
tely confident. The humour works be-
cause it is always deadpan and subtle. 
He often puts the funniest things in the 
background of the action which is like 
a compliment to the audience. 
And despite the complicated plot, it 
moves fluidly around a core of highly 
eccentric but full-bodied characters. 
Robby Muller's cinematography 
and the dead-head punk soundtrack 
are entirely complementary and there 
are some fine performances, particu-
larly from Harry Dean and Emilio Es-
tevez. 
"Repo Man" Is a good example of a 
type of comedy that few movies attempt; 
a savage satire rooted in the truth. It's 
serious at heart, and it doesn't patro-
nise its audience. 
PAUi. BYRNES 
What was that? Write a review? I'm 
really nol quite here today. Where 
is this? Where? Isn't this Florence 
at the turn of the century? 
A R O O M W I T H A V IEW 
From the most English of novelists, 
E.M. Forster, comes this most English 
of stories, the story of a young girl's 
awakening. Forster's chatty dialogue 
and cinematic sense ol atmosphere 
have been handed lovingly from a per-
fect screenplay to flawless direction 
and cinematography. If you've been dis-
couraged by this year's adaptations of 
The Color Purple' (Stephen Spielberg 
does lesbian-negro-feminism till you 
cry) or the ear-stopping literariness of 
'For Love Alone', this Merchant-Ivory 
production will show you how it should 
be done. Perfectly. 
It is to be Lucy Honeychurch's first 
experience with the romance of Italy, 
and Cousin Charlotte is determined 
that it will be performed correctly She 
is indignant that they haven't been gi-
ven rooms with a view, and "this meat 
has surely been used forstew" shef lus-
ters at dinner. 
Their pension in Florence is a disap-
pointment to Lucy too.TheSignora has 
acockneyaccent,andtheotherguests 
are so very English. 
In Forster, this means they are so 
very eccentric. Resolutely unconven-
tional, like the novelist Miss Lavish (a 
smug Judy Oench). Or unintentionally 
like Mr Emerson, whose gruff enthu-
siasm makes Charlotte (Maggie Smith) 
take frighL Meanwhile, over the dinner 
table, Lucy is getting strange signals 
from his son George, and listening 
wide-eyed to descriptions of Giotto fre-
scoes, chapels, drives in the country., 
Michelangelo... 
The truth ot Italy is rather more un-
comtortable than the dinner table ly-
rics, and the romance of cheerful, beau-
tiful Lucy is clearly going to outshine 
Florence. A key scene shows Lucy play-
ing passionate Beethoven through sus-
pended dust in the pension drawing 
room. Reverend Beebe speaks drea-
mily as he watches: "If Miss Honey-
church ever tries to live as she plays, it 
:^^l^A•^.^i 
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L I Q U I D S K Y 
The most original movie of 1983 
was "Liquid Sky", a kinky fantasy 
about an extraterrestrial snooper 
who spies on some of this planet's 
own alien creatures - nihilist jun-
kies and sado-maso sex fiends on 
the fringe of the punk/new wave 
subculture. It's too grotesque and 
shocking for general audiences 
but the adventurous moviegoer will 
find it an extraordinary expenence. 
"Liquid Sky" chronicles thirty-six 
hours in the life of Margaret, a new 
wave model, and her sex partners. 
There's Jimmy, a peevish, burned-out 
model; Vincent, an actor who rapes 
her; Owen, a former teacher who lec-
tures her on her immorality and then 
rips off her clothes and makes love to 
her; Paul, alunkie.resentfulof his wife's 
success, and Adrian, Margaret's vicious 
lesbian girlfriend. 
The principal location is a Lower East 
Side tenement rooftop facing the Em-
pire State Building. A Frisbee-sized fly-
ing saucer lands on the heroine's roof, 
kills and vaporizes several of her sex 
partners during their orgasms. The 
UFO intewention is shown as video ani-
mation in garish colours, from the alien's 
perspective. 
Johann, a West Gennan scientist trac-
king the UFO.setsuphistelescopein a 
sexually voracious woman's apartment 
and spies on the UFO, and on Marga-
ret. The movie's title is slang for heroin. 
The scientist theorizes that the alien is 
a kind of galactic junkie, feasting on 
the euphoria-inducing chemical relea-
sed by the human body during orgasm. 
This chemical is related to heroin. And 
the connection between heroin and 
sex and violence seems to appeal to 
the screenwriters as much as it does to 
the alien, Sex is an opiate of a shallow, 
narcissistic, decadent society. 




And it is exciting, with an English 
mixture of good humour and sensible 
soft melancholy A sensuous and beau-
tiful adaptation of a novel rich with sym-
pathy, and sunlit with an appreciation 
of the promises of life. I suspect that 
this is the best film I have ever seen, 
certainly the most enjoyable. 
I've found out who my real friends 
are, too. The/re the ones who led me 
around for a few weeks aftenwards. Uni-
versity of Queensland wtiere? 
ROBYN BORNHORST 
a comic book that is half Spoof and half 
serious. It has echoes of William Bur-
rughs' hallucinatory mixture of heroin 
and sex, "Naked Lunch".-lt is pen/erse 
and funny, morbid and lyrical, blending 
metaphysicsandbaloney.lt wallows in 
the decadence it seems to deplore. 
Anne Carlisle plays the dual roles of 
Margaret and Jimmy, androgynous, 
self-destructive new wave models, Car-
lisle provided, as a co-author of the 
script, insights into the American idiom 
and herown background as an unfroc-
ked debutante who fled the life her su-
burban parents had planned for herfor 
a lile of artistic anf sexual experimen-
tation in New York. 
As Margaret, Carlisle is a tall, leggy 
beauty whose rainbow-hued hair islrtz-
zed like the bride of Frankenstein's mon-
ster, whose clothes look as if the/d 
been discarded by a gypsy, whose face 
and body are sprayed with Day-Glo 
makeup paint. As drug-addict Jimmy, 
Carlisle resembled David Bowie, with 
platinum blond hair cut short, wearing 
a 1940's suit and a sullen, lobotomized 
look. 
"Liquid Sky was directed and co-
authored by SlavaTsukerman,44,who 
trained at the Moscow Film Institute 
and has been a resident of New York 
snce 1976.Co-writer Nina Kerova.Tsu-
kerman's wife, production and cos-
tume designer, Marina Levikova and 
cinematographer, Yuri Neyman, are fel-
low Russian emigres. Neyman's Man-
hattan has an apocalyptic quality; its 
ominous sunsets have sickly glow.The 
Empire State Building hasn't been so 
poetic an icon in a film since the ori-
ginal "King Kong". 
Shot for less than $500,000, "Liquid 
Sky" is kinky, cruel, bizarre, impressive, 
provocative. These Russian emigres -
like their extraterrestrial and West Ber-
liner-are alien voyeurs, witnesses and 
participants in the spectacle. 
JOSBPHOBLMIS 
C A N S H E B A K E A 
C H E R R Y P I E ? 
Neurotics falling in love became 
something ofa genre in the 70's. Its 
best exponent was Woody Allen, in 
films such as "Play It Again, Sam" 
and "Annie Hall". 
"Can She Bake A Cherry Pie?" is 
reminicent of those films, and Director/ 
Writer, Henry Jaglom, has been favou-
rably compared with Allen. 
Karen Black portrays a forlorn wo-
men singer, deserted by her husband 
because she is a mountain of indeci-
sion. By chance, she meets Michael 
Emil, While he's extremely opinionated, 
he is also understanding and sympa-
thetic. Alter the initial sparring, their re-
lationship evolves into love. 
There are many sharp observations 
in this oddly moving and zany lilm 
about lile in Manhatten. The fundamen-
tal questions ol will they be happy? and 
what is happiness? are, as belils the 
genre, never answered. 
SCOTT FARROW 
^THEATRE 11811111111111^ 
T H E A T R E I N B R I E F 
H O U N D OF M U S I C : 
P r i n c e s s T h e a t r e 
From the people who brought you 
the highly successful "Conway 
Christ" ar)d "Paisley Pirates". Move 
over Julie Andrews, Maria'sback... 
and this time flesh is one of her 
favourite things. Book now for the 
December shows. 
A S T R E E T C A R N A M E D 
D E S I R E : E d w a r d 
S t r e e t T h e a t r e 
Blanche Du Bois is back in the Ten-
nessee Williams classic. Best thing 
Williams ever did, and one of the 
great dramas of the 20th Century. 
See it now. 
A B S E N T F R I E N D S : 
T a y l o r S t r e e t T h e a t r e 
Villanova Players present this co-
medy by Alan Ayckbourn, author of 
"The Norman C^onquests" and "Bed-
room Farce". On now. Bookings: 398 
6179. 
C A B A R E T : T h e 
S u n c o r p T h e a t r e 
The musical based on /sherwood's 
novel "I am a Camera". Sally Bowie's 
adventures in Berlin of 1930's. The 
stage show was always better than 
the movie. From October 15th. 
T H E P E R S E C U T I O N O F 
M A R E T : A s P e r f o r m e d 
By T h e I n m a t e s Of T h e 
A s y l u m Of C h a r e n t o n 
U n d e r T h e D i r e c t i o n 
Of T h e M a l q u l s d e 
S a d e 
Direction by Peter Lavery. This is a 
graduate production byD.AT. from 
the Brisbane CAE. From October 




P R E S S E D F L O W E R S : 
La B o i t e 
It is both tragic and ironical that the 
threatre group Neobody is curren-
tly presenting Pressed Flowers as 
their production for 1986 at La 
Boite. 
Tragic because Pressed Flowers 
emerged only because ol the suppres-
sion of theiroriginal choice "..and they 
put handcuffs on the flow^ers". 
Ironical because ". . and they put 
handcuffs on the flowers" is a play 
about oppression. 
Pressed Flowers emerges then, as 
an attempt by a group of young adult 
performers to express their anger at 
both oppression throughout the world 
and at oppression they themselves en-
countered in the process of Iheir work. 
The play is necessarily disjointed, 
but successful attempt by the young 
actors to the group Neobody to cope 
with the great disappointment of being 
forbidden to present their original 
choice. 
",. and they put handcuffs on the 
flowers" by Spanish playwright and 
poet, Fernando Arrabal, was selected 
by Neobody at the beginning of the 
year as "a viable means of expressing 
their feelings about the deprivation of 
human rights throughout the world." 
After eight months work on the first 
play a controversial managerial deci-
sion to withdraw it was made, on the 
basis that itwas obsence and blasphe-
mous and could leave La Boite open to 
legal action. 
According to Director, Mr Ian Leigh-
Cooper: "An awful lol of blood, sv/eat 
and tears went inlo it. 
"The development of'.. and they put 
handcuffs on the flowers' was based 
very much on the decision makng pro-
cess . . . the initial decision to do the 
play; decisions about what parts of the 
play could or couldn't be done; deci-
sions about what was acceptable for 
us as individuals and a group; deci-
sions about coming to terms with peer 
and parental pressure; and having fi-
nally to accept the decision that the 
play was to be withdrawn. The final de-
cision was to make a statement of our 
own that highlighted our feelings and 
the effect on the group of the imposed 
decision." 
Arrabal's play could have gone down 
the plughole were it nol for the deter-
mination of the group to fight back. 
Pressed Flowers is the result of their 
anger. A play about the suppression ol 
a play about oppression. 
It is structured so that we see ex-
cerpts from".. and they put handcuffs 
on the flowers", we see Neobody work-
shopping it and then discovering that 
they are unable to take it to the perfor-
mance stage, and like an annoying mis-
coloured thread we see a narrator, in-
appropriately and jarringly dressed in 
white and pink. 
The narrator's role is perhaps some-
what redundant, adding to the disjoin-
tedness and increasing initial confu-
sion about what's going on. 
However Pressed Flowers is a suc-
cessful excursion into experimental 
theatre, particularly so when the odds 
Ihat Neobody faced are considered. 
The versatile La Boile Theatre has 
the uncanny ability ol not only trans-
forming itself to suit a particular perfor-
mance's mood, but also the startling 
ability to affect the mood of the audi-
ence. 
For Pressed Flowers La Boite beco-
mes the sombre and frightening twi-
light world of a penetentiary in an op-
pressive and dictatorial society. 
An electric guitarist provides Spa-
nish/Mexican mood music lo enhance 
the chilling severity of the play. 
The best acting is seen during the 
excerpts from Arrabel's play, particu-
larly from the three prisoners, the pro-
stitute and the prisoner's wife, highligh-
ting the tragedy that". . and they put 
handcuffs on the flowers" was with-
drawn. 
Ian Leigh-Cooper believes however 
that Pressed Flowers is a much stron-
ger statement about oppression than 
ever Arrabal intended. 
And asthe narrator says; "Now Neo-
body is stronger and more positive, sad-
der and wiser. 
"If only Arrabal's words could ring 
true: 'We are leaving the age of fana-
ticism, dogma and Ihe inquisition and 
entering an age of tolerance'... Per-
haps then the moon would be acces-
sible to each of us." 
STEPHANIE WOOD 
r 2 3 
S W E E T P A T O O T I E : 
S t P a u l s T e r r a c e 
Seven and a half of us decided to 
sample the Sweet Patootie on St 
Pauls Terrace and came out with 
mixed reactions. We found the place 
completely empty and that is how it 
stayed all night. A bunch of adults 
and a three yearold is a little too few 
for the intimate dining the establish-
ment claims Monday and Tuesday 
nights to be. 
We had definitely come on the wrong 
night but Sweet Patootie has real po-
tential fora fun atmosphere ifyou enjoy 
jazz. There are interstate and interna-
tional artists appearing regularly. On 
Friday and Saturday nights there is jazz 
until 3 a.m., with a happy hourfrom 12 to 
1 a.m. There is a student special happy 
houronThursdayntghtsfrom11 p.m.to 
12 a.m. with pizza and pasta at half 
price from 10 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
The Sweet Patootie has interesting 
decorwith lots of artwork, room for dan-
cing and a cocktail bar (licensed till 3 
a.m.). On the food side the restaurant 
boasts the best pasta dishes in Aus-
tralia which might be generous self ap-
praisal but most of us agreed it was 
good. 
There is a wide range of pasta di-
shes available: lasagne, spaghetti, tor-
telloni, angolotti, fettuncini and gnoc-
chi. I found the lasagne rich and scrum[> 
tious. Fettucini fvlarinara, generous 
and diverse seafood in tomato sauce 
on pasta was tasty and filling and is 
highly recommended. 
Unfortunately the Fettucini Smoked 
Salmon didn't rate so well as it was too 
dry. 
Seafood also features on the menu. 
The Calamaru Fritto rated a 'fabulous' 
crispy, not greasy- best everl They oy-
sters with parmesan cheese and caviar 
gol a 'YUMBOr, a 'just alright' and a 
'satisfactory not recommended'. 
Veal Scallopini la Funghi looked 
and tasted fine, but was too cold. 
Pizza Tropicale with salad was very 
average - a light topping of tinned pine-
apple and processed ham. but the 
three year old ate it enthusiastically in 
preference to his pumpkin soup, which 
again was average but stilt enjoyable. 
The desserts seemed limited to 
mousse in some form or another but 
the large serving of chocolate mousse 
cake was luscious. 
The average price of main meals at 
Sweet Patootie is between $10-$12, 
but there is a student and group con-
cession. It is also one of the few places 
that offers dining, drinking and danc-
ing till late,and can caterforagroup up 
to 200. 
DONALEE CUULEN 
P R I T I K I N P L U S : 
P a d d i n g t o n 
B o u l e v a r d e * Q l v e n 
T e e * P a d d i n g t o n . 
I must admit that I have never been 
very excited about health foods, 
and I've always felt slightly guilty 
that I wasn't. The chance to review 
the newly opened Pritikin Plus res-
taurant seemed like a way to salve 
my conscience. 
But as we approached the restau-
rant I become painfully aware of the 
bottles of unwholesome beerunder my 
arm, and I tried to walk with the vigo-
rous bounce of the Very Healthy. 
The restaurant even looked crisp, 
with pink and grey decor and bright 
lighting. Everyone was drinking mine-
ral water! I knew the beer had been a 
bad idea. 
But as we relaxed over our Pritikin 
herb bread ($1,20), we noticed some 
people were drinking wine, and one 
was even smoking. The bread, spread 
with ricotta cheese and herbs, was very 
tasty, and the sen/ing was large. 
My partner and I both decided to 
brave the Pritikin menu, choosing Chic-
ken with Apricot Sauce ($9.70) with Ve-
getable Lasagne ($6.50). Both meals 
were flavoursome and very filling. The 
meals were sen/ed with potatoes, bro-
colli and carrots. 
But the restaurant also has a "Plus" 
menu of non-Pritikin dishes. Co-owner, 
Penny Nitz, decided to establish a res-
taurant for both Pritikin and non-Prili-
kin diners because her mother was on 
a Pritikin diet, but her father was a 
"steak and veges" man. They found it 
I lv |l-M,iiir.nt! 
mi-:'' 
vi 
impossible to eat out anywhere in Bris-
bane. 
Pritikin Plus would also be the ideal 
restaurant for vegetarians dining out 
with non vegetarian friends. 
When it came lo desert, I let down all 
my healthy pretences and ordered a 
French Pastry ($2.50), My partner, how-
ever, decided to go the whole(some) 
hog, and ordered fresh fruit salad (also 
$2.50). He soon regretted the decision, 
My pastry was delicious, and his fruit 
salad a little sour. We both enjoyed fre-
shly percolated coffee ($1 per cup). 
From the evening I drew three con-
clusions; food cooked without butter, 
oil, salt or red meat can taste good, 
Pritikin Plus is to be recommended and 
it's OK to drink in health food restau-
rants. wiin pmK ana grey oecor ana origru Kinuiners uecausenermomerwas on r ^ w l K ^ I B ^BUm-i- ii& *-'i^ w UHHK. m ntfaiiii luuu IBSWU-lighting. Everyone was drinking mine- a Pritikin diet, but her father was a " ^ ^ '^TLW ^ E X i M ^ ^^^^^' 
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R o b y n A r c h e r & D i a n a 
S I m m o n d s 
Ivlany things helped to destroy the 
lives of the thirteen women Robyn 
Archer and Diana Simmonds write 
about in the adaption of Archers 
successful stage show - A Star Is 
Torn - men, alcohol, racism, men, 
drugs and inexperience of life and 
men. 
While men are high on the list ol des-
troyers, this is not some odiously overt 
feminist critique. The authors' readily 
admit that many men suffered just as 
much as the thirteen stars of song, 
stage and screen presented here- Pres-
ley's horrorstoryisjustas grisly as Gar-
land's and Monroe's. 
However, all these women, from Eng-
lish music-hall performer of the 1890's, 
Marie Lloyd, to Janis Joplin in the 
1980's, can testify that it is a man's 
world. And in a society geared for men, 
it is not hard to see how these women 
got caught in the cogs. 
For most, fame was a quantum leap 
away from what they were - lower-
class, poor, black, or all three. And too 
often stardom was merely a flash accom-
panied bya prolonged and public burn-
In the obtainment and possessio  
of fame and stardom, they were expec-
ted and required to act far different 
from their male counterparts. Placed 
under restrictions which drove them to 
a dependence on others, they watched 
as their naive trust and faith was ero-
ded, leaving them wise but broken and 
aeiencetess and with other forms of 
dependency. 
Archer and Simmonds have faith in 
the feminist movement to ensure that 
things will not be as bad again. Per-
haps. 
SCOTT FARROW 
M A N A C L E S : R o b e r t 
W h y t e 
Robert Whyte's firsl novel is, if any-
thing, courageous, "fvlanacles" 
bobs in the wake of Joyce, the work 
of a budding literary pioneer, but it 
will not make the best-seller lists for 
1986. 
Whyte attempts a form of Brechtian 
Alienation in his book,demolishing the 
boundaries between author, reader, cha-
racter and text. In dispersing the va-
rious elements of more traditional lite-
rature however, he fails to come up with 
a working alternative. He states as part 
of a rationale Ihat "all plot structures 
were to be sub-atomic" and one would 
indeed have to look closely to find a 
viable infrastructure.The book Is a tan-
gled web of self-referentiality through 
which occasional flashes of a strongly 
perceptive descriptive style surface. 
"Once the narrative had gota grip on 
the reader," the author holds, "then it's 
possible to let some information seep 
out gradually." Sadly, the narrative 
does not grip. It is lost in a bewildering 
array of changes in point of viewand in 
writing style, which moves from des-
criptive, to halluncinatory, to what can 
only be described as Stream-of-Rub-
bish, nine and a half pages of which 
would strain the attentions of even the 
most dedicated reader. But who knows? 
Perhaps I am harsh. Perhaps In the 
deep heart of this gnomic work there is 
a design, perhaps the author intends 
the reader to skip this section. In this 
novel which is, at its best, thought-pro-
voking and tangential, anything is pos-
sible. 
MARKTAYLOR 
H O L L Y W O O D 
B A B Y L O N I I : K. A n g e r 
Film stars have always been a vehi-
cle for the fantasies and dreams of 
the general public, who conversley 
derive great pleasure from the know-
ledge of the "taboo" aspects of their 
personalities, particularly the grea-
test taboo of all - their sex lives. 
The impact is not so great in today's 
age of sexual and social liberation, but 
is nevertheless still potent best-seller 
material 
Readers were obviously reeled in 
with the promise of salacious tales and 
equally salacious pictures of movie-
land's rich and famous, and I wouldn't 
mind betting thatmost of them felt more 
than a little cheated when the imagined 
exposes of Meryl I Streep, Robert De 
Niro etc etc failed to materialise. 
For Anger doesn't concern himself 
with the tawdry doubt-ridden multi-mil-
lionaires of today, but rather the "real" 
stars of Hollywood's golden age of the 
thirties and forties. 
The trouble is that most of these 
stars are unknown to today's audience, 
and the sordid tales that Anger unfolds 
lose something because of this. 
Kenneth Anger Is no stranger to the 
seamy side of Hollywood life, having 
directed and acted in a number of Ame-
rican Homo-erotic underground films 
of the sixties, notably "Firecracker", 
which featured a masturbating sailor's 
penis turning into a firecracker 
This gives him impeccable creden-
tials for revealing the sado-masochis-
tic desires of a crab-ridden James 
Dean, who used to beg the leather-clad 
customers of assorted gay-bars to put 
their cigarettes out on his chest. Dean 
carried his scars to the grave. 
But Anger is really at home discus-
sing the golden stars of the silver 
screen of earlier decades, as he re-
counts tales of alcholism, mental de-
cay, obessional voyuerism, beastiallty, 
massorgies,starring roles In hard-care 
porn films and a catalogue of sexual 
lavours as well as suicide, homicide, 
fratricide, matricide, patricide and many 
other dark secrets of a host of lesser 
stars. 
Despite all this crass revelation An-
ger manages to impart a certain sense 
of respect for the men and women that 
sold their souls for the pleasure (and 
money) of millions of fans. 
What is finally left at the end of 
"Hollywood Babylon 11" Is the impres-
sion that film stars past and present, 
like everyone else, are ordinary human 
beings with feet of clay, or in the case of 
poor Carmen Miranda and her hollow 
high-heels, cocaine. 
POETRY 
Join The Party 
I am the very model ofa geriatric premier, 
For niceties like the truth I never did truly care. 
Though barely a senlance 1 can construct it docsn 't really 
matter, 
The elections arc handed out lo me on a silver plalter. 
I'm very well najuaintcd with jack-booted riHlomuy, 
Ignoring common decency I make a farce of democracy, 
Bid ifyou go into prison, or debt, long aiough I'm sure 
you'll see. 
How wise it is to give your support lo my stiushinr 
gentocmcy! 
I'm Ihe ven bloody model ofa ravc-mun winisln; 
My s(jH(ilid use of poircr is inroinjichnit or .siiii.Klrr, 
The injhience of office I never In'silatr lo s<jmHd<'r. 
(Though why fools vole for me even I sometimes 
wonder!) 
Though Ihc money may go missing sloppy rorniption I will 
not wear, 
I iusisl on lioncsly in my dtparlmeni, and all ihc hrnefls 
will he shared. 
And as for all lliose ratbag radicals whinging aboul Iheir 
civil rights. 
Wliy, all my business partners say ihal tlicy are doing (/uite 
all-righ'l! 
I'm the vay model of a crooked, Ind dnemng, 
nnbeizdor. 
With millions unaccounted for hy Parliament who'll miss 
afew thousand more? 
Though some killjoys may protest my males and me will 
never .siaire, 
Gleefully deciying opposition as inlo taxpayer's dollars lue 
can'c! 
I'm very welt acquainted with ihe scoundri'ts of ihe 
media, 
Having to dodge Ihem more and more as my tastes gol 
even greedier. 
H % a friend of mini', got imips oflrmihk when her 'extra-
income' scheme came undone; 
Breathless she stood, in the couri, when finally Ihey gol her 
spntng! 
I am the very model ofa conservative voter, 
One of the few who vote these absurd morons into 
power. 
Thegovemmerd minislers may be incompetent, incolterenl 
and dead boring. 
And generally most appealing when they're deceased or 
when they're snoring, 
Viough Ihe roads are poor, the govemment mad and we 
have a collapsed economy, 
The PLO 'communists' will lake over if ever I vole 
ALR 
My eyes are blinkered, ears are shut and so I can vote 
regularly. 
For such men of moral fibre, slill somewhere in the 19th 
ceiUury. 
And I'm the vety model ofa ntling junta's crony, 
You can whinge all you like, it's still Ihe same old .story, 
With the right people in command, il's amazing lohalyou 
can do! 
Here a bit of cash, here a bit of cash, and ivhat 
opportunities da ensue! 
'Cronyism'and 'Patronage' are such ver)' ugly (precise) 
words. 
'Helpful friends', 'Assisting Industry' are euphemisms 
much preferred. 
Yes, loe knoio how lo get to the top in our banana 
monarchy, 
It's all correct handling of cash with people, so come on; 
join Ihe Party! 
BRENDAN O'SHEA 
<s> <s> < ^ ^ 
Cerebral Aerobics 
/ saw a blind person silling in the sun today, reading 
braille 
whal does it meanf (greal symbolism) 
it must mean something. 
il means something lo him - il's real for him 
some thing he can fed 
for me it'sjust another lune I can let my mind do aerobics 
to. 
and this is the result (nol half as good on paper) 
bui il means .somelhing to me, 
it's real for me now 
and for you, well. .. 




(tr sil in ihe forum Hlw rain came and gone) 
and I watch thai speck of water on your forehead as 
we spmk 
love is the second layi'r heir 
so ire leave clues for each other 
and betray ourseht's. 
.'icralch Ihe anger, llw hurl and Ihe hurtitig hack that's 
jorgiven so quickly; 
scratch the boasling and llie srlf-consciousness 
AM) TIIERE iilS love. 
il was llwre all Ihe lime. 
you laugh so easily and accept me. 
meanwhile people qitenr ouhide your life 
nailing for time; 
I ll •ailed so long myself 
il's not as ckar as I was told, as il looked from the 
outside, 
iho.se songs never lell the Irulh: 
my heart doesn't feel, it jusl pumps blood 
your eyes only sparkle when you cry 
our hands jus) get sweaty and slip apart, 
much easier lo let go than to Isold. 
hill you're .showing me sonuifung else 
nol .to comfortable as whal I've known before {.io 
few limes) 
its work, 
I'm learning thai love is eveiy layer 
bul its worth il 
- I don 'I want lo ivait outside anymore. 
Nic> 
H. BECON 
^ ^ ^ 
ON THE DEATH OF TWO GOATS 
(for Kevin and Geoffrey) 
I cried for you lonight. 
A bil presumplitoits, I must agree; 
(considering Ihat we liave 
only greeted each other 
from Ihe smudged ink ofan evening paper 
and llie cold glass of lenses and screens). 
But loilh Channel Seven flickering your plight 
somewhere between Family Ties 
and Sons and Daughters, 
I realised that there can be brothers 
other than the one I fought toith after achool, 
more brothers ihan llie fool 
for whom I suffered silent agonies 
ivhen he was spanked for hurling marbles 
through a window pane. 
And once again, I confess 
lo a certain confusion: 
Ihough clearly you wne in the wrong. 
I wonder whether others perhaps are also to blame 
Who fixed Ihe glass .\o low 
llial it was williin your weapon's ranger 
Who made the gla.ss so thin 
Ihal it would slmtlrr under impacl'f 
In your victims we had already strangled hope. 
Towards a fragile world you projected your attack. 
and now il's to be pieced together 
with a length of rope. 
brothers 
I wish I could send you this day, 
with its bluster)' winter winds frolicking 
in uncoiled hair and painting 
tips and ciieeks with pink. 
I uiish you could see Ihe children 
being beckoned into playgrounds, lifted 
off their feet onto ricsly .uvings 
hack and forth back and forth 
but perhaps you 'd rather nol 
reu'ivf winter's dny, coming 
as it does with those lingering cold aches -
don't gri Ihe chance 
lo learn from our mistakes. 
FELICITYVOLK 
Raelenc 
Ur ?('(7V' lugclher n long lime 
and I knew him. 
I understood something of him 
and grew lo expert certain responses on certain cues. 
- abil like Pavlov's dog. 
liitl you can't have any meaningful nialionship 
wiih a dog: 
And that's esaclly what he said lo me when he left 
llir mongrel. 
H. BECON 
^^j^ T^J^ ^^K ' ^ N 
O d e to the Student Politician.s 
All liail 
Ihe student politicians 
politics jusl llw right .shade of delicate pink, 
Iheir careful coiffures. 
there he she d .stands 
carefully sexless in Ihis war of words 
(for maximum audience appeal). 
You .see thern on Ihe billboards 
and written in the angry paint 
on anonymous concrete walls 
jorging aliead 
their political careers, binding us 
with Iheir chains of office. 
.Minds (f razor blades 
sharp and bitter, savage, Ihin 
Ihey mince their words 
slashing through policies, publicily, people 
who dare lo challenge their small minded 
ideologies, their mediocrity, 
ideas woni Ihroiigh at the elboios. 
In a crowded room 
the falsetto squeak 
ofa standard laugh 
lo a slock joke 
in a shofmiled speech 
A giggling hyena 
sen I tics back into the sheltering underbrush 
of Ihe parly. 
The blood ofa .slashed and loitered reputation 
feeds Iheir bloated spider egos 
as iheir inflated .self opinion 
lakes tiie.mfor an all time liigh 
before a well aimed fiash ofsleel 
lakes them in the small of Ihe hack 
and Ihey fall to earth 
amongst ihe reproachful stares 
ofils inhahiUinIs, the common crowd 







<'^  A0> 
Dear Editor, 
Do Australians have "any " rights at 
all in the land of their birth? 
Night after night my television set fea-
tures expert after expert telling me what 
to do with uranium, with American bases, 
with foreign policy, with the Olympic Ga-
mes, Not one of them has bothered to 
take out Australian citizenship but they al! 
know what's best for this country and its 
citizens. 
When one of them recently rammed 
down my throat his advice on Brisbane 
municipal affairs, I protested to the Se-
nate of the University of Qjeensland. 
Now, to my horror, I discover that mem-
bers of the Senate may not even read my 
objections. Administrators of that august 
body are not required to bring such mat-
ters to the governing body. Academic au-
thonomy, you see, is regarded as far more 
important than the rights of the citizens 
who pay for the institution. 
OANO'DONNELL 
Dear Editor, 
Golly. W h y did everyone kick up such 
a fuss in that story you had in last 
month's Semper about registering 
iournalists? It just means that Ihe de-
cision about who writes the news is 
going t o be taken f rom the Australian 
Journalists' Association, who only 
worry about things like " t h e right to 
know" and making sure everyone 
knows every l i t t le detail about things, 
and is be ing given to the Police, who 
are devoted to protect ing the c i t i -
zens and control l ing the masses and 
so on. Being to ld a few details which 
aren't qu i te correct is a small price to 
pay, when you consider that the ater-
najive is that you might be trampled 
in a riot or something. Everyone al-
ways criticises our poor Premier. Peo-
ple may not agree with what I say, but 
I can't hefp thinking that the only 
thing wrong w i ih our Premier's pol i -
cies is the radicals who oppose them. 
It's fine to say that we should have free 
speech, but free speech is not a good 
thing. If people hear lots of different 
things, theystart thinking, and when they 
start thinking, unfavourable things can 
happen, like criticism ofthe government. 
The way to have a stable society is to pre-
vent the spread of thoughts and ideas. 
There will always by the trouble-makers 
and ratbags who will want to "fight injus-
tice" and "right terrible wrongs", but if 
the police have enough power, the ra-
dicals can be rooted out of the system. 
This way, everyone thinks the same, and 
everyone is contented. 
You can also say that the police 
shouldn't have more power, but a strong 
police force is necessary for a stable so-
ciety. If people attempt to disrupt things, 
they certainly should be arrested, in the 
public interest. The mere knowledge of 
what will happen to them if they speak 
out would be enough to silence most 
people. 
I also agree that we shouldn't worry as 
much as the radicals say we should about 
national parks and preserving the country-
side. If people of the future want to see 
trees and wildlife, they can go to a mu-
seum. 
Unions should also be silenced, in-
stead of negotiating with them. The rea-
son peoplefought so hard and forso long 
to form unions in the first place was to 
combat the government and the entro-
prenuers, who were ganging up to ex-
ploit them. But the present government 
isn't conspiring with the entreprenuers 
(and no one can prove otherwise), and so 
the unions should be phased out. 
And electoral boundaries should be 
fixed, and everything else should be 
done as well, to make sure that the pre-
sent government doesn't get thrown out 
of office, the same party will be re-elec-
ted. What is the use of having a leader if 
the people decide whether or not a go-
vernment should stay in office, since it is 
very unlikely that a country or state will 
ever get a bad leader. Nero, Henry the 
Eighth, H itier, Mussolini, and all the other 
leaders who people say were corrupt and 
self-serving, all had their redeeming fea-
tures. Hitler had a love of architecture, for 
instance, and Nero liked music and small 
boys. 
Our Premier hasn't achieved a truly 
stable society yet, of course, and there are 
still a lot of discontented people around. 
But ifwe cut down the number of radicals, 
by persecuting or ignoring them {or even 
by visiting a few of them one night, if we 
can gettheir addresses), we can make our 
societyabetteroneforeveryone. There is 
still a long way to go, but our Premier has 
already done a lot to his state, and has 
paved the way for a better life for all. 
JOMNQUINN 
Dear Editor, 
This semester I returned lo full t ime 
study at the University of Queens-
land. In most respects, i l is the same 
dreary place I left two years ago; but 
there have been some changes. As 1 
walked up to the Great Court f rom 
one of the university car parks (which 
seemed to be on the outer fringe of 
the Brisbane metropolitan area), I no-
t iced the sad prol i ferat ion of deck 
shoes, of private school gjri 'bob' ha i ^ 
cuts and the f lot i l la of yachting shirts 
and trousers. This was nothing new. 
University was heading ' that w a / be-
fore I left two years ago. But now it 
seems worse, as the majori ty of stu-
dents push towards some kind of phy>-
stcal and neotic homogenity. There is 
a new sense of conservatism. 
The rise of the neo-conservatives in the 
late 1970's and the 1980's has been well 
documented. Thatcherism, Reaganism, 
the new found popularity of the Festival 
of Light (Liberty Foundation), has grown 
out of the perceived moral/economic de-
cay of the 1970's. I imagined universities 
(even Queensland University) would 
have been one of the sanctuaries for the 
enlightened, holding out against this 
wave of reactionaries. Perhaps the aca-
demics (although concerned with eva-
porating teaching resources and shrink-
ing paychecks) uphold a tradition of de-
bateand idealism. Butfewstudents seem 
concerned with more than future salary 
packages and mindless hours at the Re-
gatta. 
Some claim it is because the world has 
grown up since the sixties and seventies. 
Our innocence and hope are gone. Self-
concern and outlandish success are now 
more important. Many students have 
fully embraced this new 'work ethic' and 
have sold their consciences for the sake 
of a secure future. 
Those are strong words. I know when I 
first enrolled in 1984, I was quickly dis-
illusioned bythe place. I expected clus-
ters of students staying up late into the 
night, drinking oodles of black coffee, 
pouring over radical ideas and making 
brave declarations. I expected weekly spee-
ches and an interested audience. Instead, 
the idealogues have gone to work for the 
merchant bankers. It is not that students 
are apathetic; they still think, but their 
goals have changed. 
Money is the new God. Holmes a 
Court and Bond are the evangilists. The 
student body makes an attentive congre-
gation. They know it is the educated and 
degree holding few who are going pla-
ces. They know they can benefit finan-
cially. So many students have disregarded 
the fanciful and put their noses to the 
grindstone. Grades and degreees are 
whatuniversityis all about. Ifyou happen 
to learn somethingorbecome in the least 
bit enlightened, well that's a bonus. 
Those who know me might say, 'these 
are the gripes of a bitter, unsuccessful 
student unable to cope with the rigours 
of modern university life'. These critics 
and many hard labouring tax payers often 
remind me that I should be thankful fora 
free tertiary education. Well lam. But we 
can only consume what the university 
feeds us. We are shaped bythe tools the 
university provides. So all we have to do is 
work our guts out through secondary 
school. And then work our guts out 
through universityand society will reward 
us. If you can face that, uni is for you. 
Of course there are still some idealists 
(probably many, ifyou count the muted 
voices of equilibrists, who try to balance 
study with more philosophical pursuits) 
and their protests are heard. Student news-
papers, committees and action groups 
are flourishing; perhaps without the nu-
merical support of years past, but they 
talk louder these days. They have to. 
So, as you walk across campus and are 
confronted by a 'new' christian, telling 
youtoreprentorhe'linukeyou, youmust 
raiseyour voice in protest. Or, whiiecom-
merce students talk about the dollars to 
be earnt, the yachts to be bought and the 
clothes to be worn; while listening to 
some mindless synthesizer produced 
pop 'n ' roll - you must cry out in despair. 
Again it is easier to lampoon than explain, 
buttheuniversityexperience lacks some-
thing. Perhaps the university experience 
depends only on individual input and 
ambitions. Certainly if all you want is a 
degree, you won't be disappointed. I 
have been disappointed and many others 
have too. At U.Q. you must seek enlight-
ment on your own, completely iinencou-
raged. It is thereto be had; but only after 
you've finished stu.dy. 
Well, who is going to lead the revo-
lution? Who is going to bring back the 
good old days? Don't look at me; I've got 
lectures to go to and an assignment due 
in on Friday. 
S.F. GLOVER 
example, cost the taxpayers $746,854. The docu-
ments also revealed that Neil Turner, the Minister 
for Primary Industries, topped the list as the mini-
ster who spent the most money. He spent more than 
$40,000 in twelve months, a large chunk of that on 
overseas travel. It may not come as a surprise to 
learn that Mr Turner is retiring at this year's elec-
tion. 
• * • * • * 
Some women in a prision ward had been moved 
so Mrs Callaghan could be alone. On her first night 
in prison, Mrs Callaghan apparendy demanded that 
she be given her silk p)rjamas. The request was tur-
ned down by prison authorities and she was issued 
with "prison night attire". The next morning, she 
told the prisoner who was serving breakfast that in 
future her orange juice should be brought in a tum-
bler. The prisoner responded by throwing an orange at 
Mrs Callaghan. 
New Zealand police are reeling after seeing the Stress is affecting the sex lives of top executives, • • • • • » 
smiling face of an ex-constable, jailed for six a.ccording to a survey published in Chief Execu-
months on firaud charges, on the cover of their rive Magazine in Britain yesterday. More than a Princess Diana confessed to having a "brain the 
centennial year book. Author Murray Hill, an qiiarter of 223 managing directors questioned size of a pea", in a scene cut from a TV royal 
expert on police history, says he knew nothing said they were too dred to make love after a wor- special. 
about this shady episode. Which makes one think king day. j ^ ^ statement is believed to be just one of a 
ofthe problems confronting the Queensland po- Nearly two out of three admitted their sexual series of royal blunders she and Prince Charles 
activity was diminished by a heavy workload, and made during filming which ended up on the cut-
more than a third said they were too tired to go ting room floor. 
lice in putdng out such a publication. 
out with friends after a day at the office. 
France's telephone home computer netwmk, installed to speed-up 
directory assistance, shopping and home banking, has become 
a lively electronic marketplace for sex, smut and perver-
sion. 
« * * * • • 
The London Sun said the royal blunders had 
been pit under guard to keep them out of the 
hands of video pirates. 
Diana's confession occurred during a visit to a 
Dr Bamardo's home. 
"I never got any O-Levels - always too busy", 
Di told a 16-year-old boy. "Brain the size ofa pea. 
I've got." 
m - its 
chairman, Malcolm Fraser, won't sit on the committee. The 
Trust, set up to raise funds for Liberal Party Clubs on cam-
puses, also has Sir James Killen on its board. And sirKe the 
* • * * « • 
)ov pu{( mij 




A waterbed helped to save a woman from serious injury when 
The Minitel, a miniature computer keyboard arui saeen a carcraslied inlo her bedroom and larded on her, Ohio police 
which simply plugs into the home telephone, is being used by said. "Jjust woke up and felt this heavy thing on me," Victoria 
pomographers, pimps, call girls and purveyors of whipping, Camardo, 21, said from her hospital bed. The Miami Uni-
bondage, sado-masochism and group sex. versity student said paramedics inflated air bags arui wedged » • • • • » 
pieces of wood uruler the car to free her. "The engine block was 
* * • * • • on top of the victim, but the waterbed absorbed much of the .^L r..i L r J •• -t. ^L t , i-L I /iL • ,. / j.L .. r .L L-I » J The little known und raising committee, the Australian 
shock of the impact and the pressure from the vehwle, said a ,., , r. > , r J .• ? . j. ' ,. n 
„. , , , , , J J , • ,. 1- \. L . T-L • A -J Liberal Students Federation Trust, ha got a proble Sir Joh has tabled documents on the expenses in- police spokesperson. Three men in the car were uninjured. . . . „ . °. ^ 
curred by his ministers during the last financial year. 
In all, die eighteen ministers spent $471,000 which . » • • • • 
is supposed to be about $80,000 less tiian for the • ,. . , u , Jormer Defence Minister called the former P.M. naughty 
previous year. Very commendable, isn't it, especi- Judith Callaghan. the socialite who became head of ^^^^^^.^^^^^ big Mai refuses to have anyLg 
ally at a time when all Australians aic being asked to the Queensland Day Committee, is serving a SO- ^^  , j^ ,-^ Aim *> ^ '^ ^ -^  ^ 
tighten their bells. The problem is that these expen- month sentence for misappropriating more than 
ses don't cover die cost ofair fares, official cars and $40,000 of public money. Her stay at Brisbane's 
other such perks. The Premier's air wing alone, for Boggo Road jail has not been without incident. 
A New Jersey woman is suing the Walt Disney World 
amusement park located in Florida over an incident in which 
her four-year-old son was allegedly attacked by a drunken 
Mickey Mouse. Paula Makopoulos, who filed the suit on 
Monday, claims the incident occured outside Cinderella's 
Castle onjune 28,198S. Herson, Evan, apparently walked 
over to Mickey Mouse ard pulled his tail The man in the 
mouse suit is alleged to have hurled the boy against an iron 
railing. A lawyer for the Makopoulos family told Asssociated 
Press that Evan had suffered a cut on Ids back and was 
undergoing psychological therapy because ofthe incident. The 
family is asking for damages ofSUS5J million from the 
unidentified person in the suit A Disney spokesman declined 
to comment. 
The city of Detroit is known in ihe United States as 
Murder City because of the many murders that take 
place there every year (63b in 1985). The tag has 
become seomtfdng ofan embarrassment for local poli-
ticians, business leaders and celebrities so they decided to 
da something about it. They made last Saturday a No 
Crime Day. Coleman Young, the Mayor, urged cri-
minals to put away their guns, knives and other wea-
pons for at least twenty-four hours. He also called on 
ordinary citizens to join a rally to protest against crime. 
But it seems few criminals in Detroit pay much attention 
to what Mr Young says. Four people were killed on 
Saturday, including a policeman who had gone to in-
vestigate a scuffle afew streets awayfrom wliere the 
protest rally xvas being held. Eleven other people were 
seriously wounded. 
BEST SELLERS FROM THE 
UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP 
SHAPCOTT: Hotel Bellevue - Chatto & Windus - $25.95 
DIAMOND: Fit For Life - Angus & Robertson - $16.95 
HULME: The Bone People - Picado - $12,95 
GRENVILLE: Dreamhouse - U,Q,P.- $19,95 
COSBY: Fatherhood- Bantam - $17.95 
JOHNSON: Lattitudes - U.Q.P. - $12,95 
ELLISON: Rooms Of Their Own - Penguin - $12.95 
CAREY: lllywhacker- U.Q.P. - $12.95 
KEEGAN: Soldiers- Hamish Hamilton - $29.95 
D'ALPUGET: Winter In Jerusalem - Heinemann - $24.95 
C A P T I O N C O M P E T I T I O N 
Yes, the return ofthe infamous caption comperition. This issue 
we train our eye on our favourite royal, busy with one ofthe less 
odious activities of her schedule. The best three caption writers 
will each receive a double pass to a Schonell movie oftheir 
choice. All captions to be submitted to Semper Office. 
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